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OBSTETRICS AND THE GENERAL 
PRACTITIONER.* 
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My excuse for reading a paper with this title before 
the Section on Practice of Medicine is that 1 desire to 
bring before you the practice of obstetrics as it appears 
to the general practitioner, and while I have nothing 
new to suggest, I wish to impress the absolute necessity 
and practicability of the observance of rules by the gen- 
eral practitioner which have been formulated by spe- 
cialists in the practice of obstetrics. 

I believe it is too much the habit of men who see 
much of midwifery in general practice to believe and no 
practice, if not to say, that the strict rules which are 
now observed in hospitals the world over, and which are 
taught by all obstetricians, are at least unnecessary in 

neral practice far away from closely populated centers. 
it this feeling is current, as I believe it is, it is my desire 
to so place it before this Section that we may all en- 
deavor to do our best to follow what has now been proven 
to be absolutely necessary for safe practice. To the gen- 
eral practitioner belongs the arduous labor and the 
honor of conducting the vast majority of all maternity 
cases which occur. Lying-in charities and maternity 
wards of general hospitals care well for many of the 
poor; a few wealthy individuals have the great privilege 
of employing men who are especially trained in the work 
of obstetrics to care for their wives during the entire 
period of pregnancy, but the vast majority of maternity 
cases come under the care of the family physician. This 
is my excuse, as I have before said, for presenting this 
paper to this Section, for I take it that more general 
practitioners are connected with this Section than with 
any other of our Association. 

Since Lister formulated the law of asepsis, maternity 
work in the hospitals has become an entirely different 
practice from what it was in previous years. Formerly 
mortality in the maternity wards of hospitals was ex- 
tremely high ; at present, both mother and child are per- 
haps safer in the wards of hospitals than in any other 
place. It is very questionable, although difficult to 

rove, whether there has been a corresponding reduction 
in the mortality rate in private obstetric practice. As 
general practitioners, as men to whom the majority of 
women trust their lives during the lying-in period, as 
individuals who have charge of the majority of the new- 
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born, it is our duty and our privilege to emulate hos- 
pital practitioners and make private obstetric work 
without avoidable mortality. 

One of the most important duties of the general prac- 
titioner is to educate his clientele to understand that 
the physician who is to attend a woman in labor should 

made aware of the pregnancy soon after it occurs; 
that they be made to expect’that the doctor will have a 
constant oversight of the patient from that time until 
the end of the puerperium. 

Too often, indeed usually. among the poorer classes, 
the doctor is not made aware of the expected labor until 
immediately before its occurrence, and then only be- 
cause they feel that an unexpected call may not be re- 
sponded to. 

Among the duties of the physician before labor are the 
following: 1, Repeated urine examination ; 2, regulation 
of the daily life; 3, attention to the breasts; 4, abdo- 
minal examination ; 5, measuring of the pelvis in primi- 
para ; 6, instructions to the woman as to preparation for 
the lying-in period. 

EXAMINATION OF THE URINE. 


This is constantly neglected, much to the detriment of 
many patients. Its neglect often causes the sacrifice of 
their lives, and I thoroughly believe that if a pregnant 
woman of whose condition we have been informed and 
whose urine we have not examined for albumin, is seized 
with a puerperal convulsion, that we are certainly mor- 
ally responsible for that convulsion. Indeed, I believe 
that failure to periodically examine the urine of every 
4 woman whom we are engaged to attend in 
abor is a criminal neglect. Every woman who is preg- 
nant should have a monthly examination of her urine 
for albumin and sugar, and during the last two months 
an examination should be made every two weeks or 
every week, preferably the latter. 

It seems to me that the general practice is for the 
physician never to examine the urine unless the woman 
gives some symptom of renal involvement. Nothing 
can be further from the standard of good practice. We 
all know that the vast majority of women who have 
convulsions in pregnancy have had a previous albumi- 
nuria which should have been discovered. We also 
know that the condition constantly gives no symptom 
(except the albuminuria) before the convulsion. Per- 
sonally, I am not guiltless of blunders, but, as Le Conte 
has remarked," “it is more profitable to profit by some 
other person’s blunder than from one’s own”; therefore, 
this case is quoted: 

Case 1.—About four years ago a lady called to engage me 
to attend her daughter, pregnant with her first child, who ex- 
pected to be confined in one month. She stated that the 
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veason she called was so that I would be sure to respond to the 
cal! when it came. She that her daughter was per- 
fectiy well, able to be about, without pain or ache. She was 
told to send the next day a sample of her daughter's urine. 
Early the next morning, about twelve hours after the lady was 
in my office, I received a hurry call to go and see the patient. 
i found her writhing in a puerperal convulsion. Her life was 
happily saved, but only at the expense of fearful suffering, both 
on her own part and on that of her relatives. In all proba- 
bility these trials could have been averted if she had made her 
condition known early in pregnancy. 

Such cases as the above could be repeated from my 
experience and, I fear, from the experience of all of 
you until you would tire of the hearing. Unfortunately 
the ending of many, many cases is death and not re- 
covery. 

It is not my purpose, nor will time permit me, to 
go into the treatment of puerperal eclampsia ; the point 
which I wish to make—the point on which I most insist 
—is that the monthly specimen of the urine of every 
pregnant woman should be examined in a routine man- 
ner. It makes no difference whether she has symptoms 
er whether she has no symptoms. It is true that the 
vast majority of examinations so made will be negative, 
and the woman would have gone to a successful labor 
whether the urine had been examined or not, but one 
case of albuminuria discovered in time to prevent con- 
vulsions and death is certainly a 141 for many 
hundreds of cases examined where the find is negative. 

1 have suggested that the urine should be examined 
during the last two months every week or every two 
weeks; this is important. I have seen a fatal convulsion 
occur in the person of a woman whose urine was en- 
tirely free from albumin ten days before its occurrence. 
The first indication in this case was extreme headache, 
followed in a very short period by a severe convulsion, 
ending in death. Just ten days before this headache the 
urine was found to be entirely normal; at the time of 
the headache it was loaded with albumin. 


REGULATION OF THE DAILY LIFE. 


Unquestionably the majority of women who suffer 
seriously from morning sickness, from severe pain in 
any portion of the body, from annoying symptoms, 
without being told to do so, ask the physician’s advice. 
But, unless some such symptoms do occur it is pretty 
certain that the average woman will not appear to the 

ysician until the time of labor occurs. She should 

taught that an occasional visit to the physician is 
necessary, in order to see that her general strength is as 
it should be; that she is taking the proper sort of diet 
and the proper amount of exercise. Constantly women 
who are not forced to do their work allow themselves to 
become so sedentary in habit and remain so much in 
doors that they become weak, anemic and entirely unfit 
for the severe throes of labor. All these details can be 
attendéd to properly if the woman is made to under- 
stand that she must make regular visits to her physician. 

ATTENTION TO THE BREASTS. 

| believe that much distress can be avoided if regular 
attention is given the nipples before the labor begins, 
so that a retracted nipple — be made prominent and 
the skin over it in a proper condition to resist the macera- 
tion of suckling. 
ABDOMINAL EXAMINATION AND MEASURING OF PELVIS IN 

PRIMIPARA. 

I believe that during the seventh or eighth month of 

pregnancy it is wise, and indeed often imperative, that 
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an abdominal examination be made in order to know the 
presentation of the child. At the Same time an exam- 
ination of the pelvis should be made, without unnecessary 
exposure to the woman. The use of an ordinary Mar- 
tin’s pelvimeter is all that is necessary in order to 
assure us that our patient is not suffering from some 
deformity of the pelvis which will prevent the safe de- 
livery of the child. The necessity of this procedure must 
certainly have presented itself to many of us who have 
much to do with maternity cases. Some which recent] 
occurred in my own practice will suffice to show its ad. 
visability : 

Cast 2.—Mrs. M. called on Dr. B. of my ward on the even- 
ing of April 1, 1902, to attend her in labor, never having 
spoken to him of the expected labor. He responded to 
the call and at once that some serious trouble was 
at hand, and called me in to help. We discovered that so far 
as the external appearance of the abdomen was concerned it 
was a head presentation. Examination, however, at once re- 


measurement of the pelvis could have shown the deformity and 
made the physician watchful. 

Case 3.—Another case illustrates the value of a simple ab- 
domina! examination before labor begins. One of the members 
of this society was ill, and I was called to attend one 
patients in labor, who had never consulted him previously 
The moment the 


the abdomen was greatly in excess of the normal. 
The head could be felt up above the rim of the pelvis, to the 
right. Examination discovered an arm protruding, the mem- 
branes of course ruptured; the woman much exhausted; the 
cord prolapsed; the child dead. 


In this last case, unquestionably a previous examina- 
tion of the abdomen would have shown that we had an 
abnormal presentation, and this could have been con- 
firmed by a vaginal examination, which would have 
allowed the physician to have been in attendance in time 
to either correct the presentation or perform the version 
early, and probably have saved the child’s life. 

I am very well aware that both of these procedures 
are rarely practiced even by men skilled. I am equall 
sure, however, that if we gave the necessary time ( 
the time is not long) te make such examination we 
would be enabled to save life frequently and always 
save the family much distress. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE WOMAN AS TO PREPARATION FOR 
THE LYING-IN PERIOD. 


Unless the woman is instructed, she will either have 
nothing out or ready for her labor, or else is likely to 
have nothing which in these latter days seem necessities. 
She should be instructed to have her bed properly pre- 
pared, to have an abundance of clean water, clean towels, 
clean cloths, to have basins and soap. Attention to 
these slight details will certainly save us, as — i 
much annoyance and will expedite the labor save us 
time. 


MANAGEMENT DURING LABOR. 


Another division of the care of obstetric cases is the 
management of a case during the labor itself. What I 
have said about the care of a case before labor begins 1 
believe is correct. I am well aware, however, that the 
very great care which Nature gives to women allows the 
neglect of the duties of the 2 which I have 
outlined to be fraught with relatively little harm, but 


öo“0ũi 
vealed that it was a face jammed hard down into the pelvis, 
making it impossible to change it into a vertex. Examination 
of the pelvis showed the anterior posterior diameter very much 
reduced. A version was performed, the woman safely deliv- 
ered, but at the expense of the life of the child. A previous 
child was not presenting by either pole, and the transverse 
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t of our plain duty in the conducting of every 
of labor in itself threatens the life of our patient. 
If Godliness is ever second to any attribute, certainly 
it is second to cleanliness in the management of a labor 
case. The one thing that we want to remember always is 
that we must be absolutely clean, surgically clean, and 
we will have relatively little trouble with what are 
erroneously called malaria, milk fever and various other 
names which are only misnomers for sepsis. I have 
often wondered whether the use of antiseptic solutions 
is an unmixed good, so frequently have I seen gentle- 
men simply rinse their hands with soap and water, im- 
merse them in antiseptic solution, and be fully convinced 
that their hands were aseptic, that I have often wished 
they knew nothing whatever of bichlorid of mercury and 
its like. 

The man in general practice is constantly called in the 
middle of a busy day to attend a case of labor; he is 
hurried ; he does not wish to remain if it is necessary; 
indeed, he can not do so, but he should never allow his 
hurry and his desire to get through to interfere with the 
first law of cleanliness. 

My idea of the practitioner’s duty under such circum- 
stances is this: it is absolute] 288 both for the 
safety of the woman and the child, and for the economy 
of the physician's time, that he should know exactly 
how far advanced labor is. It is true that by external 
manipulations one may discover fairly well the pre- 
sentation of the child. = not labor is 

rogress, but, to me at a vaginal examination 
tbeolutely necessary to discover whether I must stay with 
my patient or whether I may safely leave her, and for 


how long. 

The first thing that I do before making a vaginal ex- 
amination is to take off my coat and waistcoat, roll up 
my sleeves above my elbows, scrub my hands and fore- 
arms thoroughly for five or ten minutes with brush, 
soap and water, clean my finger nails with a knife or nail 
cleaner, then immerse my hands in a strong bichlorid 
solution, 1-1000 or 1-500. Having done this I have the 
woman in a p position for examination, and will 
allow nothing whatever to touch my hands; especially 
they must not be wiped off with a towel, but be taken 
dripping from the antiseptic solution and the examina- 
tion immediately made. 

Having made this examination I am in 
know the p that labor has made. If it is safe for 
me to do so I leave the house, giving instructions what 
is to be done during my absence. If I must remain 
I 41 my instructions. If the bowels have 
not been moved very recently they are ordered emptied 

an enema; the exterior genitals are washed with 
n boiled water. A is to be given. 

I then prepare m or ressing my- 
of a great deal of importance; in the first place it looks 
neat, in the second place it protects the clothing and 
allows one to go promptly from a labor case of severity 

ird place, and o very greatest importance 
it protects the woman against contamination from * 
dirty clothing. Any physician who drivee about 
day is in no sense in a proper state of cleanliness to 
make it safe for him to bring his clothing in close 
contact with the woman in labor. It is little 
trouble, practically no trouble, to carry in the 
bag a clean pair of trousers and a clean coat. 

I then have placed on the bed a Kelly pad, which has 
been eleansed by the nurse in attendance. If we trust 


position to 
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to the persons about the house, and remember, I am 
speaking now of the ordinary every-day, common labor 
case to which the majority of us are called, we will be 
handed an old quilt, an old one, a piece of carpet, or any- 
thing that is thick, it makes no difference whether it is 
clean or not. The Kelly pad will last for years, is 
cleanly and will insure the woman not being poisoned 
from that source. 
If the labor is a simple one, the presentation and 
position normal, there is very little else to be done ex- 
cept to leave the case to Nature. As few vaginal exami- 
nations should be made as is practicable, but previous 
to every examination, if the hands have been used for 
— objects about the room, they should be again 
scru „again immersed in antiseptic solution before 
the examination is made, and if this procedure is care- 
fully carried out I really think that it makes little dif- 
ference how many examinations are made; but, as I say, 
repeated examinations are useless, and by a possibility 
aE be harmful and therefore should be limited. 
do not propose to at all discuss here when te use 
fo The subject would lead me entirely too far 
afield, but if forceps are to be used the following pro- 
ures are imperative: First, have the forceps care- 
fully boiled in the receptacle on purpose for it, if there is 
one, if not, place the forceps in some vessel large enough 
to entirely cover them with water and allow them to boil 
for 10 or 15 minutes. Place the woman in position, care- 
fully scrub the — repre the hands by scrub- 
bing, clean the finger nails, and lastly, but not most im- 
rtant, immerse them in antiseptic solution. Have the 
brought to the room im the receptacle in which 
they were boiled. Do not allow them to be touched by 
any one, do not touch them with anything except a 
clean hand or a perfectly antiseptic cloth which has 
been boiled or immersed in solution; do not wipe the 
forceps off. I have seen a man carefully boil his forceps, 
just as carefully scrub his hands, take the forceps from 
the pee deliberately pick a towel up from the 
floor and wipe off the forceps. Certainly all the pre- 
cautions of boiling and of scrubbing the hands had been 
made useless by this act, which was entirely needless, 
needless even if a clean cloth had been used, but more 
than needless, harmful, when a soiled towel had been used. 
Let the forceps be applied and the child carefully de- 
livered. If there is a tear let it be at once sewed with 
— and silk or gut, which has been boiled with your 
orceps. 
The pad which is to be applied to the vulva for clean- 
liness sake must also be 2 clean. The monthl 
nurse who is so common in most houses will likely 
to you a bunch of rags which certainly look anything 
but clean, and which, nine times out of ten, have been 
] on the floor in a closet. Of course, these must be 
rded, and either a cloth which you know to be clean 
or one which you have yourself boiled used in its stead. 
In a word, every time any object is to be brought in 
contact with the genitals of a lying-in woman that ob- 
ject, be it hand, forceps, needle or what not, must be as 
near aseptic as it can possibly be. 
MANAGEMENT OF THE PUERPERIUM. 


With the birth of the child. the severance of the cord 
and the application of the binder, it appears to be, in 
the minds of many practitioners, that their active duty 
ends. It seems to me that one of the most important 

ts of labor is to see that the lying-in woman is per- 
ly cleansed after labor; unless there is a trained 
nurse in attendance this will be imperfectly dome if 
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it is not personally attended to by the physician. One 
should not allow any false feeling of modesty to prevent 
him from making, first, an ocular inspection of the parts, 
to see that there is no tear, and if there is a tear in the 
perineum it should be immediately repaired, it makes 
no difference what its size. The parts should be most 
thoroughly cleansed and a perfectly clean cloth applied 
to the perineum for the pur of protection. 

I believe that no vaginal douche should be given after 
an ordinary case of labor. If it seems wise that such a 
douche should be administered, certainly it should not 
be entrusted to the hands of any but a skilled nurse. 
There still remains in the minds of many practitioners, 
I fear, the remembrance of the former idea that a 
vaginal douche be given after every labor. If this view is 
not held by the physicians it is certainly tenaciously 
fixed in the mind of every ordinary monthly nurse. 
Unless instructions be given to the contrary a nurse is 
pretty sure to give what she calls a cleansing wash. She 
will use without boiling any syringe that chances to be 
in the house; she will use unboiled water; she never 
dreams of washing her hands, and much more frequently 
does harm and threatens the life of her patient with this 
misnamed cleansing than she does good. 

One of the most marked examples of the harm which 
can come from indiscriminate douching came to my 
notice during the past winter. I saw. with a feliow prac. 
titioner, one of the best examples of puerperal sepsis 
which has ever come to my notice. A woman was ex- 
tremely ill with a septic pneumonia. She hovered be- 
tween life and death for weeks. The labor had been one 
of the most rapid that could possibly be. The doctor 
was in attendance but a few minutes when labor was 
completed. Only one vaginal examination was made. 
On the third day there was a chill followed by fever, 
which lasted for weeks, eventuating in pneumonia. On 
questioning the nurse, she said: “Well, Doctor, the fever 
could not have come because the patient was not kept 
clean; I gave her a douche every day, and sometimes 
twice a day.” On questioning it was discovered that 
neither the nozzle of the syringe, the syringe itself, nor 
the water had been boiled, and, of course, the nurse’s 
hands had not been properly cleansed. There is not a 

rticle of doubt in my mind that this woman’s severe 
illness occurred because of the over-zealousness of her 
nurse. Now if such women are not given absolute in- 
structions to keep their hands off the patient such pro- 
cedures will constantly occur. 

If a catheterization is necessary after labor it, of 
course. should be done either by a trained nurse or by the 

hysician himself. This act, which is perfectly free 
rom danger and easily done, may be fraught with fear- 
ful consequences if all the parts, the hands of the person 
catheterizing and the catheter itself are not cleansed. 
Only last week I was seeing, in consultation, a lady and 
advised that she be catheterized in order to obtain a 
specimen of urine. The physician removed from his 
pocket a silver catheter, black with age, and before 1 
could interfere or know what he was going to do. he 
inserted this vilely dirty instrument into the bladder. 
It so happened that this case was in extremis, but it 
would have made no difference certainly to this physi- 
cian whether a long life was expected or not, the same 
dirty catheter would have been used. This instance 
shows that the truth of these remarks are certainly vet 
to be received by certain practitioners. Every physician 
has now the opportunity of observing in hospital operat- 
ing rooms what surgical cleanliness means. Let him 
avail himself of the opportunity. 
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I have tried to detail what can be briefly summed up 
as follows: Attention to the woman very early in preg- 
nancy until the puerperal period is ended, before labor 
examination of her urine, regulation of her habits, 
knowledge of the size of the pelvis, knowledge of the 
presentation of the child, during and after labor surg- 
ical cleanliness, such cleanliness as can only be thor- 
— — by observation in the operating room of a 

pital. 
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The following cases illustrate three different forms 
of involuntary movements in locomotor ataxia, namely, 
choreiform movements; irregular, slow contractions of 
groups of muscles, and a fine rhythmical tremor. I have 
in a previous paper“ classified the involuntary move- 
ments in tabes as follows: I. Associated movements 
which may exist also in other forms of organic diseases 
of the nervous system; 2, sudden twitching of the trunk 
or extremities, occurring with or without pain and more 
frequently at night; 3, twitchings in isolated muscles 
or parts of muscles; 4, fibrillary twitchings; 5, rhythm- 
ical tremor resembling paralysis agitans; 6, passive 
movements, such as those which occur when a patient 
attempts to sit up in bed without the assistance of the 
hands or when he coughs; and finally, 7, involuntary 
movements previously described as athetoid movements. 
To this classification, I think, may be added choreiform 
movements. These, however, I believe to be rare. The 
case reported in this paper is the only one I have ever 
seen in my experience, which covers a great many cases 
of this disease. 

Cast 1.—The patient was a widow, 66 years of age, 
who had always enjoyed good health. The family his- 
tory was prattically negative. Her father was killed; 
her mother died of apoplexy at 61 years of age, an 
only sister at 42 succumbed to Bright’s disease. She had one 
child who died of “congestion of the liver” at ten years of 
age. Though she had always done her own housework, her 
life had not been especially hard save for one serious exception. 
Her husband died of insanity after three years’ illness which 
was known only to the patient. There was no specific history, 
and the patient was always temperate in the use of alcohol. 

Her present disease began in 1883, the first symptom be- 
ing sharp, shooting pains in both legs and thighs. After a 
year her knees “gave way” and her gait grew more and more 
uncertain and unsteady until finally in 1893 she lost the power 
of walking entirely. Early in the disease, about a year after 
the pains first began, choreiform movements made their ap- 
pearance in the arms, legs and body. These varied in severity 
from time to time and have persisted to the present. For 
five years she had noticed a failure in her sight, ‘occasionally 
diplopia and a persistent ptosis of the right eyelid. Since 
1803 there had been retention of urine and from time to time 
involuntary discharge if catheterization was neglected. The 
rectal sphincter had not suffered, 

EXAMINATION. 

On examining her April 28, 1902, for the first time, I found 
her greatly emaciated generally. There was also, 4 
evidence of atrophy affecting certain groups of muscles. Both 
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calf muscles on both sides were mark- 
edly wasted, while the anterior thigh muscles have practically 
disappeared. The posterior muscles were in a fair state of 
preservation. In the arms the biceps and deltoids were wasted 
to a degree, and the trunk muscles were profoundly involved. 
There was no hemiatrophy of the tongue. The knee-jerk, 
plantar reflex, Babinski reflex, bicep-jerk, chin-jerk and ab- 
dominal reflex were all absent and could not be developed by 
reinforcement. There was distinct and characteristic change 
in sensation. Pain sense was lost below the knee on both 
sides. Heat sense was impaired irregularly all over the body 
especially below the knees, left side of trunk and arms, while 
in the face and hands it was preserved perfectly. Deep pres- 
sure was felt poorly in the iegs and she localized very poorly. 
On the plantar surface sensation was delayed three seconds. 
The results of the eye examination were as follows: Typical 
There was partial ptosis of 


stricted in The disc was pale grey and 
atrophic. 

The feet were held in the position of talipes-equinovarus 
due to contraction of the posterior tibial group of muscles. 
There were no atrophic bone changes except in the index, 
middle and ring fingers of the right hand, where at the meta- 
carpo-phalangeal articulations there were crepitus and some 
slight deformity. This followed an acute cellulitis, the result 

some insignificant injury. 

being reported was the choreiform movements which the pa- 
tient The head, arms and body were in an almost 


observed in Sydenham’s type of chorea. 
by emotional disturbances or voluntary muscular 


two or three fingers were moved, but one or all sometimes 

were i 
Case 2.—The second case presents a different but equally 
interesting form of involuntary movements. The patient, 
of age, a widow, gave the following history: Her father 
died of an unknown cause, probably not from a nervous dis- 
ease; her mother of heart disease at 70; a brother of the same 
of onia; a sister in 


typhoid fever respectively. She never had a miscarriage. As 
a child, she suffered from scarlet fever and measles without 
She had always worked hard all her life at house- 
work. In 1886 she suffered from an eruption which she de- 
scribed as being first like a flea bite, spreading to the size of 
a dime and extending all over the body. It lasted three or four 
weeks, and was not associated with sore throat or alopecia. 
has complained of pain in her legs from 
It was not until 
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held in the position of equino-varus. Common sensation was 
present out deluyed. Pain sense was retained. There was 
here and there some alteration of the heat sense, i. e., to cold 
there was a hyperesthesia everywhere, while hot objects were 
not felt at all on the legs. Heat sense in the hands was normal 
and sensation otherwise was unaffected in the arms and hands. 
She localized perfectly everywhere. The left leg was weak. 
In the right leg muscular power was fairly well retained. 
The grasp was good on both sides. The knee-jerks were ab- 
sent and not reinforcible. The plantar reflexes were 

ated and the Babinski reflex was present. Incodrdination 
in the arms and legs was present, slight in the former, marked 
in the latter. The heart and lungs were practically normal. 
Argyll-Robertson pupil was present, the pupils were irregular 
in size, the left a trifle the larger. There was no change in 
the disca, 

Thus far the symptoms I have related do not deviate from 
the usual picture of tabes. Let me now draw your attention 
to the special feature of the case. In the left leg a clonic con- 
traction of the toes was observed which was almost constant. 
Sometimes the movements were slow, sometimes ra but 
always rhythmical. During sleep they ceased entirely. The 
patient was only conscious of the condition when her attention 
was called to it. All the toes were involved, but especially the 
first three. 

Case 3.— The third case was a man 57 years old, single, pre- 
senting the following history: All his family were long livers 
and were free from any pulmonary, malignant or nervous dis- 
eases. The patient stated that he had been always healthy, 
had never suffered from any serious illness, had been always 
temperate in the use of alcohol and had smoked excessively. 
He was infected in 1883 by syphilis, had a single lesion without 
secondary manifestations. About 1893 he began having the 
characteristic pains from which he suffered five years, when 
numbness of the hands, unsteadiness in walking and a fine 
tremor in both hands gradually developed. By degrees the 
ataxia increased until in February, 1898, he was unable to 
walk and has remained bed and chair fast ever since. 

Eæamination.— I examined him for the first time in May, 
1898, when I was struck at once by the curious tremor which 
he presented. The hands were the seat of a fine rhythmical 
tremor resembling in a striking manner that seen in Parkin- 
son’s disease. The pill rolling position of the were 
typically illustrated. The tremor was still further like the 
latter disease in the manner to which it responded to voluntary 
effort. When the patient took a cup in his hand, the tremor 
was quieted for a few seconds only, after the expiration of this 
time to be increased. Rest quieted the tremor and muscular 
effort in one hand first quieted then increased the movements 
in the other. Jt was absent during sleep. There was no rig- 
idity of the muscles nor any other signs of paralysis agitans. 
I therefore concluded that I was not confronted with a case of 
tabes complicated by paralysis agitans, but that the tremor was 
a symptom of the former disease. Besides this symptom there 
was present the usual picture of this disease, namely, charac- 
teristic sensory changes; incontinent urination, incodrdination 
in the arms and legs, absence of sexual desire and lost knee- 
jerk. 


The examination of the eye disclosed the presence of Argyll- 
Robertson pupil, grey dises and some refractive error. There 


and lungs were not and urine 
showed no abnormality 
334 8. Fifteenth Street. 
DISCUSSION. 
Dra. H. N. Morra, Chicago—This sym complex is ex- 
ceptional. I do not recall a single case of tabes which resem- 


included in tabes, not with my understand- 
first case described presented the ordinary 
but there were other symptoms. I recall 
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the . and the movements of the eyeballs were re- 
constant state of movements resembling very closely 
effort and during conversation. They 2 = repose to 
a great extent and entirely during sleep. There was observed : 
in addition to this a slow involuntary clonic spasm of the 
fingers of both hands when the eyes were closed. Usually 
child-birth, and three other sisters of causes which were 
unknown. Two of her children died of cholera infantum and 
1894 that the legs became unsteady, and thereafter the in- 
cobrdination was progressive. A year later, upon turning 
away from her bed the tibia snapped three inches above the 
anklet. ‘Since then sho han never walked, chough ‘he 
fracture healed promptly. In 1894 the left knee-joint began wa, — — — Se os — — 
to swell and at the time of the fracture of the tibia was 
considerably swollen. It was only slightly painful then, and 
at no time since has she suffered except from the deformity. 
There has been a gradual change in the joint ever since, until 
at present there is an outward dislocation of the patella, an 
enlargement of the articulating surfaces of the bone and a 
marked disorganization of the joint. The bladder sphincter 
became incontinent about four years ago, and in the last two bled paralysis agitans, though occasional rhythmical tremors 
years there have been rare involuntary fecal discharges. She of single groups of muscles have been noted. I am not un- 
has had some transient diplopia in the last two years. familiar with the type of cases which the Doctor has described. 
Eazomination—Her condition upon examination in April, It is a matter of classification, and I am not sure that these 
1902, was as follows: There was great wasting of the thighs cases ought to be 
and legs, especially in the anterior tibial group. The arms and ing of tabes. The 
body were in a fair state of preservation. The left foot was symptoms of ta 
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a number of cases with mixed symptoms in which the diag- 
nosis was kept in abeyance, in some of them for years, and 
which were ultimately labeled disseminated sclerosis. There 
is a mixed degeneration in these cases, and I am quite sure that 
there is a difference between these cases of disseminated 
sclerosis or mixed degeneration of the nervous system, and 
what I term cases of tabes. Of course, if we have a dissem- 
inated sclerosis in which the posterior columns are involved we 
get the ordinary symptoms of tabes, depending on its location, 
but it seems to me that these cases should not be labeled 
tabes. It is of little moment what term is used to designate 
them, the interesting thing is the association of the symptoms. 
I recall the case of a physician who was ataxic; but few who 
saw him could agree on the diagnosis. Tabes was suggested 
only to be rejected. It was several years after the first de- 
velopment of the condition before it finally impaired his use- 
fulness and he became practically confined to the house. If 
you saw him now, you would quickly diagnose the disease as 
disseminated sclerosis, but in its early stages there were ne 
distinguishing marks of the disease. 

Da. D. R. Brower, Chicago—I wonder whether Dr. Rhein 
had not in at least one of these cases a combination of degen- 
erative diseases. There are some things in it that suggested 
Huntington's chorea. I do not see why tabes and Huntington's 
chorea could not be present in the same subject, as I don't 
think tabes gives exemption from anything. What brought 
that to my mind was that I have just gotten through with the 
treatment of a case of foot-drep and paralysis of the lower 
extremities. After some little study and examination the 
diagnosis was made of alcoholic neuritis, and after inquiring 
into the patient’s case we found that he was an old tabetic; 
that he had had tabes for a number of years. At first glance 
the case was a typical one. This was an instance of tabes and 
alcoholic neuritis associated in the same person. He has now 
recovered from his alcoholic neuritis, but the original tabes re- 
mains about the same. 

Dr. J. D. McCarrny, Philadelphia—Any one who studies 
the pathology of tabes knows that there is a large percentage 
of tabetic cases in which the disease starts as tabes in the 
posterior routes and affects the posterior columns, in which 
later it is associated with a diffused sclerosis affecting the 
lateral columns. The reflexes, and especially the present Ba- 
binski reflex, point to involvement of the motor tracts. Dis- 
seminated sclerosis may begin in some cases in the posterior 
column and in those cases it will have ataxia as a symptom. 
Dr. Burr and myself reported two or three years ago to the 
American Neurological Association such a case. I think that 
case had been diagnosed by a very prominent neurologist as a 
case of locomotor ataxia, and the patient had never suffered 
from lancinating pain which occurs in tabes; the ataxia was 
such as you get from attacks of disseminated sclerosis in the 
posterior column. Another neurologist suggested sclerosis of 
the syphilitic type, but the true condition was entirely unsus- 
pected at that time. The autopsy showed a typical case of mul- 
tiple sclerosis. I think these cases are very numerous and that 
some of these cases of disseminated sclerosis beginning in the 
posterior column present nearly the same clinical picture 
as is presented in tabes. The case of Dr. Rhein’s was evidently 
a case of probably the dorsal-cervical type of tabes in which 
the Babinski reflex was present and indicated involvement of 
the lateral columns. Too much stress is laid in diagnosis on 
these so-called cardinal symptoms. But the most of the cases 
of multiple sclerosis that we get in this country, and I have 
examined several cases microscopically in the course of the 
last three or four years, do not present all, and some of them 
none, of the so-called cardinal symptoms of multiple sclerosis. 
In Dr. Rhein’s cases, I would like to know the condition of the 
tonus of the muscles; Von Bechterew decided a condition of 
hemic hypertonia, due to an irritative cerebral lesion, result- 
ing in irregular movements. 

Dr. F. Savary Pearce, Philadelphia—The choreiform move- 
ments which have been described as being present in these cases 
of Dr. Rhein's have appealed to me as probably being cerebral 
in origin whatever the pathologic condition in the cord may be, 
i. e., functional or organic disease. And it seems to me that 
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we are right in assuming that the choreiform movements are 
cerebral in origin since chorea is due to cerebral imitation, 
whether the disease be sclerotic or nutritional in character as 
regards the spinal cord. 

Dr. C. H. Hugues, Cleveland—When Dr. Brower referred to 
the mental condition of these patients, the thought occurred 
to me in regard to this condition which is so common among 
the insane, and I thought the Doctor was going to touch on 
that. I think the effort to systematize sclerotic involvement 
of particular systems of the cerebrospinal axis is probably at 
fault in regard to these cases. Now it is not necessary for us 
to assume that when we once discover the route of a sclerosis 
that it is going to be a typical systematic involvement of the 
posterior columns alone. I have seen a great variety of cases, 
of course, in 40 years of observation, 30 years of which have 
been devoted exclusively to neurologic practice, and I have seen 
a number of cases, and made some mistakes. The symptom 
grouping to my mind establishes a primary condition of poste- 
rior sclerosis, and while I believe sclerosis is the primary in- 
volvement, I would not be disposed to restrict it to the 
posterior column. I think the sclerosis will extend into the 
anterolateral columns as well. I think when sclerosis is 
once established we may expect to find it in other regions as 
well as in the posterior column. The other signs are frequent 
pains, the Argyll-Rebertson pupil, the cincture feeling and all 
the typical tabes dorsalis. But sometimes when we observe our 
cases over a series of years we find symptoms of cerebral sclerosis 
develop likewise. I have seen these cases last fourteen or fif- 
teen years and then the sclerosis had become generally diffused 
throughout the near axis. I remember one case of a particular 
individual in my locality, where the trouble began with pos- 
terior sclerosis and where the individual had no tremor, which, 
of course, does not usually occur in posterior spinal sclerosis, 
yet he ultimately developed all the symptoms of disseminated 
sclerosis including intention tremor, and finally became men- 
tally involved, but only during the last part of illness. He was 
a man of marked organic stamina, a farmer, who had contracted 
the condition by riding at night-time from the eity, four- 
teen miles distant, to his farm, in order to avoid the heat of 
the day during the summer. And so the more I see of sclero- 
sis the less inclined I am to restrict sclerosis appearing first 
as tabes dorsalis, to the posterior spinal columns and the pos- 
terior root zones of the cord; it may become disseminated. 

Du. J. H. W. Rix, Philadelphia—My object in reading 
the histories of these cases was not so much to describe a new 
symptom or group of symptoms in locomotor ataxia, but to 
call attention to the fact that the present-day text-books 
to describe these symptoms to the extent which they deserve. 
If I have given the impression that these are cases of dissem- 
inated sclerosis, then the fault is not with the cases, but in 
the manner of describing them, because if we will concentrate 
our minds on all the symptoms presented and the history of 
their development, we will recognize that they are not cases 
of disseminated sclerosis, but locomotor ataxia. The gradual 
progressive incoördination, characteristic pains, bone changes 
and ocular symptoms preclude any doubt in the diagnosis. In 
their present condition we might describe the patient as being 
in the paralytic stage of locomotor ataxia. They have not 
the mental changes, the characteristic tremor and the nystag- 
mus of disseminated sclerosis. The fact must be noted that in 
one case the lateral columns appear involved, as indicated by 
the presence of the Babinski reflex. In the last stages of 
locomotor ataxia we not infrequently find postmortem that the 
disease has involved the lateral tracts. 


Incompatibility of Protargol and Cocain Hydrochlorate. 
—Von Astruc and Cambe are quoted (from the Bulletin des 
Sciences Pharm.) in a number of pharmaceutie journals as 
pointing out that the precipitate formed in the preparation of 
solutions of protargol and cocain hydrochlorate may be avoided 
by using a 1.5 per cent. solution of boric acid, as a solvent, 
instead of water. The precipitation is due to the slightly 
alkaline reaction of the protargol, which is counteracted by the 
use of boric acid. 
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NEW YORK CITY. 


There is no problem which confronts the sanitary 
authorities of the large municipalities at the present 
time exceeding in its importance and magnitude that 
presented by the tuberculous diseases, nor is there any 
other sanitary proposal which offers promise of such 
large returns in a diminishing morbidity and mortality 
rate as one which provides successful measures for the 
prevention of tuberculosis. 

The problem is not a new one. The tuberculous dis- 
eases are not more prevalent than formerly; on the 
contrary, there has been a steady and very material de- 
cline in the death rate caused by them; but only in 
recent years have the sanitary authorities and the med- 
ical profession begun to partially realize the great pos- 
sibilities in the restriction of this disease. A compre- 
hension of the full meaning of the discovery of Koch 
on the prevention of tuberculosis has very slowly found 
its way into the minds of the medical profession, and 
even now, after twenty years, a large proportion of the 
profession have failed to grasp its vast significance. 
Statistics showing the great prevalence of this disease 
have been quoted so frequently as to have almost lost 
their meaning, and the people, the sanitary authorities 
and even the medical profession, have become indifferent 
to the vast expenditure in suffering and death unneces- 
sarily paid to this evil. Only limited and ineffectual 
efforts are being made in its suppression. We still view 
with comparative indifference the ravages of a disease 
which causes from one-fourth to one-third of the suffer- 
ing and death at the best period of life, and this, too, 
when the evidence at command should be, it seems to 
me, conclusive to every reasonable mind, that it can 
be mostly prevented at a comparatively small cost in sac- 
rifice, labor and money. I make this statement with a 
full realization of its meaning, and after a familiarity 
with the sanitary problems involved, gained by an 
active participation in their study in a great city for a 
period of more than fifteen years. | 

A description of the methods now employed by the 
Department of Health of New York City for the pre- 
vention of pulmonary tuberculosis may properly be pre- 
faced by a brief account of the inception and develop- 
ment of this work. In 1888 the sanitary importance of 
the tuberculous diseases was urged on the Board of 
Health of New York City by the writer, and in 1889, 
in response to a resolution of the board, a communica- 
tion was made to the department by the writer and the 
associated consulting pathologists of the department, 
setting forth the essential facts regarding the nature of 
the disease, the usual methods of its transmission and 
the precautions necessary to prevent its spread, and 
recommending the adoption of certain measures looking 
to ils sanitary supervision. 

This communication, which presented the facts in 
quite the same light as they are now regarded, was 
printed and widely distributed. Small circulars of in- 

* Read at che Fifty-third Annual Meeting of the American 
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formation were also freely distributed in the tenement- 
house districts, and the public press was utilized for 
the education of the public as to the communicable 
nature of tuberculosis. No further action, however, 
was then taken,.as it appeared evident to the board after 
investigation that the time was not yet ripe for more 
active measures. 

In 1893 the subject was again brought to the atten- 
tion of the board of health by the writer, and the direct 
though limited control of pulmonary tuberculosis by the 
department of health was again urged. The recom- 
mendations then made, after careful consideration, 
were adopted and were put into force under resolutions 
of the board of health. These resolutions required all 
— institutions in the city to promptly report to the 

partment all cases of pulmonary tuberculosis coming 
under observation, and requested all physicians to report 
the cases occurring in private practice. They provided 
for the bacteriologic examination, without charge, of 
sputum from cases occurring in private practice; for 
the visitation and instruction of cases not under the 
care of private physicians, and residing in tenement 
houses, boarding houses or hotels; for the inspection 
and disinfection, or, if necessary. the renovation of 
premises when vacated by consumptives, either by death 
or removal, and for the disinfection by the department 
of infected bedding, clothing, ete. 

In other words, these measures included partly com- 
pulsory and partly voluntary notification and registra- 
tion, visitation and instruction of the sick, the inspection, 
disinfection and renovation of premises, and the free 
bacteriologic examination of sputum from suspected 
cases. In the establishment of municipal bacteriologic 
laboratories and in the devising of methods for muni- 
- diagnostic work in bacteriology, as well as in the 

option of these measures for the supervision of tuber- 
culosis, New York City led the way and set an example 
which has been widely followed throughout the world. 

In January, 1897, on the writer’s recommendation, 
the board decided that the time had arrived when the 
measures carried on under the resolutions passed in 
1893, as described above (which had met with but little 
opposition and had proved increasingly efficient), should 
be given increased legal force by the adoption of an 
amendment to the sanitary code of the department re- 
lating to the control of this disease. Accordingly, a 
section was added to the sanitary code declaring pul- 
monary tuberculosis to be “an infectious and com- 
municable disease—dangerous to the public health,” 
and requiring physicians and others to report to the 
department all cases coming under their observation. 

n this section of the code a broad distinction was 
intentionally made between tuberculosis—a commun- 
icable disease—and those diseases, such as smallpox, 
scarlet fever, etc., which are properly classed as con- 
Atagious. 

I have always felt that much harm has been done by 
calling tuberculosis a contagious disease; it produces 
confusion in the minds of both the laity and the med- 
ical profession, because the conception of a contagious 
disease is always related to such diseases as scarlet 
fever, smallpox, ete., in which very limited contact or 
even simple proximity may result in their transmis- 
sion. Every intelligent person knows that tuberculosis 
is different in nature from these diseases, and I believe 
that this distinction should be made and kept clear and 
definite. Tuberculosis is communicable, but not con- 
tagious in the sense that this term is generally em- 
ployed, both by the medical profession and the laity. 
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The ordinance adopted in New York City in 1897 
reads as follows: 


Resolved, That pulmonary tuberculosis is hereby declared to be an 
infectious and communicable disease, to the public 
It shall be the duty of every physician in this city to report to the 
Sanitary Bureau in writing the name, age, sex. occupation, and 
address of every person having such disease who has been attended 
by or who has come under the observation of such physician for the 
first time, within one week of such time. It shall also be the duty 
of the commissioners or managers, or the principal, superintendent, 
or physician of each and every public or private institution or dis- 
pensary in this city to report to the itary Bureau in 
writing, or to cause such report to be made by some and 
competent person, the name, age, sex, tion, and last address 
of every person aMicted with this disease, who is in their care or 
who has come under their observation, within one week of such 
time. It shall be the duty of every person sick with this disease, 
and of person in attendance on anyone sick with this disease, 
and of the authorities of public and private institutions or dispens- 
aries to observe and enforce all the sanitary rules and regulations 
of the board of health for preventing the spread of pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 


I may say that when this ordinance was adopted eve 
important medical society in New York Cit ey 
against the action of the department of healthy, ut these 
protests showed by their wording and the remarks ac- 
companying them that the protestants did not under- 
stand the scope of the action of the department of 
health, and that they had arisen in protest against an 
imaginary evil. They protested against tuberculosis 
being called a contagious disease, but the department 
of health never called tuberculosis a contagious disease, 
and expressly stated that it was communicable and in- 
fectious, but not contagious. A determined but un- 
successful effort was then made by the New York 
County Medical Society to obtain legislation which 
would deprive the department of health of the power to 
deal with tuberculosis. During the last two years, how- 
ever, there have been few protests against the action or 
attitude of the department; there has been acquiescence, 
and apparently approval, and it is certainly true that 
the action of the department has been followed by 
greatly increased interest and knowledge regarding the 
disease, and by the institution of active measures in the 
state and in the city looking toward its care and its 
prevention. 

It is true that the department of health has not en- 
deavored to enforce strictly the regulations. It was 
not the intention to do so when they were enacted. It 
has not prosecuted physicians who have failed to re- 

rt cases; the board is well aware of the fact that 
urge numbers of cases are not reported; but still a con- 
stant advance is being made. attention of physi- 
cians who report deaths due to tuberculosis in cases 
which have not been previously notified is called by 
special letter to the provision of the sanitary code re- 
quiring the reporting of such cases, and they are asked 
for an explanation for the failure to report the case. 
A second letter has been rarely required. The superin- 
tendents of public institutions are constantly reminded 
of their obligations in this matter, and usually twice a 
year a census is made of all the cases in all the public 
institutions in the city. 

During 1894, the year in which registration was be- 
gun, 4,263 cases were reported; three years later, in 
1897, 9,2 cases were reported, and in 1901, 17,588 
cases (including 4,191 duplicates) were reported to the 
department. ring the whole period since the be- 
ginning of 1894, nearly 90,000 cases have been re- 
ported. 

The records of living cases and of deaths are pre- 
served in two card indices—one, a name index, arranged 
alphabetically, and the other a street index, arranged b 
streets and by the house number in each street. Dead 
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cases are entered on blue cards and living cases on pink 
cards. In addition to the name and address there are 
entered on the cards the age, sex and occupation of the 
individual; in living cases also the institution from 
which reported and the date of report, and in dead cases 
the date of death. The registry finally is made more 
complete by platting all cases on a series of maps, which 
cover the whole of Manhattan Island. There are one 
hundred and ten of these maps bound in atlas form. 
They were made under the direction of the department, 
and each one, three by two feet in size, is drawn to a 
scale of one hundred feet to an inch. This scale is 
large enough to show every house lot in the city by an 
area in which can be platted forty cases of tuberculosis. 
The maps are so arranged that they represent the san- 
itary. districts of the United States census of 1890. 
These districts are supposed to contain a more or less 
homogeneous population. The entry of cases is made by 
conventional signs, which indicate the month and year 
of report, and whether the case is living or dead. On 
these maps each case reported is indicated by a dot. 
These show that on a single street block as many as 
102 cases have been reported within a period of 434 
years, and as many as 24 cases in a single house. For 
example, on the block on Cherry Street, between Pearl 
and velt, 102 cases came to the notice of the de- 
partment from April, 1894, when this work was begun, 
to Jan. 1, 1899. The population of this block in Janu- 
ary, 1900, as enumerated by the sanitary police of the 
department of health, was 1,165. On another block 
bounded by Cherry, Market, Catherine and Monroe 
Streets, there were 241 cases of tuberculosis, with a 
population of 3,688. In a third one, which includes par- 
ticularly the Chinese quarter, bounded by Chatham, 
Mott, Bayard Street and the Bowery, there were 206 
cases, with a population of 2,102. These districts rep- 
resent perhaps the worst conditions existing in the city, 
but the number of cases in many others nearly approxi- 
mates the number found in these. And throughout the 
tenement-house districts everywhere large numbers of 
cases have been reported. I presume we must add to 
these numbers at least one-half as many more to cover 
the unreported cases, for I do not believe more than two- 
thirds of the cases in Manhattan and the Bronx were 
reported when these maps were made. 
With a problem of such magnitude as is here pre- 
sented, how are the authorities to obtain information in 
regard to the cases without compulsory notification and 
without knowledge ; how can they hope to deal with any 
measure of success with the existing conditions? I have 
never heard those who object to registration suggest any 
ractical alternative, and I believe there is none to be 
— It may be said that such conditions as have been 
described do not exist in this country outside of New 
York City. Perhaps this is in a measure true; but no 
one can foresee what will be found in any city until the 
cases are registered, and I have no doubt that condi- 
tions approximating those present in New York City 
would be found in every large city. ° 
Aside from the greater readiness to report cases, an 
evidence of increasing confidence on the of the 
profession in the attitude of the department of health 
with regard to the control of this disease, is afforded by 
the increase in the number of specimens of sputum sent 
for examination ; each specimen which contains tubercle 
bacilli, representing as it does the report of a case. 
These specimens have increased in number from 511 
in 1894 to 6,744 in 1901, and in the present year, judg- 
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ing from the first five months, they will probably num- 
ber more than 7,500. : 

With certain exceptions, such as patients under the 
care of private physicians, all reported cases, living or 
dead, are assigned to the medical inspectors of tu 
culosis for the district from which the cases are re- 
ported. The inspector visits the address given, and, if 
the patient is living, leaves a circular of information 
and gives verbal instruction to the friends about the 
danger of infection and the care of the sputum. If the 
address is that of a dead patient, or if the patient, 
though living, has moved, the inspector examines the 

remises and makes such recommendations as seem to 

im n to render the habitation free from danger 
of infection. These recommendations, made out on a 
prescribed form, usually advise the following routine 
treatment of apartments: Kalsomined or whitewashed 
walls or ceilings are washed with a solution of washing- 
ing soda (one-half pound to three gallons of hot — 
and then kalsomined or whitewashed again; paper wal 
or ceilings are similarly washed and repapered; the 
woodwork is scrubbed with the soda solution and re- 
painted. The inspector's recommendations are for- 
warded to the board, and on them as a basis a ten-day 
order is issued on the landlord requiring him to carry 
out the specified renovation. The execution of the order 
is then (as with all others of the 1 under 
the supervision of the sanitary police. The premises are 
reinspected, and if, at the expiration of ten days, the 
owner has not complied with the order, it is referred to 
the attorney of the board for enforcement. This pro- 
cedure was determined on because of the difficulty of 
disinfection of apartments in which cases of tuberculosis 
have been, and the greater efficiency attained by the 
system of renovation. The method is easy of enforce- 
ment, as is shown by the fact that compliance with the 
order has not been refused in a single case. The chief 
point of interest in this plan is that renovation rather 
than disinfection is called for. Disinfection involves 
the use of materials and methods which are not uni- 
versally familiar. The method of renovation required 
is understood by all, and is more efficient than an 
method of disinfection which could be employed ; — 
finally, disinfection often leaves the apartment in an 
undesirable condition, while renovation is, of course, 
always appreciated by the tenant. It is in line with this 
policy that soda solutions are advised for use instead of 
sublimate solutions. Soda is an efficient cleansing agent, 
is familiarly known, is usually in the house, and is 
comparatively inexpensive; and, finally, will be used, 
and used in sufficient quantity, while more expensive 
and unfamiliar disinfectants would not be employed. 

Not only the apartments, but the household goods 
should, of course, be freed from infection, and the at- 
tempt has been made to have goods, such as infected 
bedding, carpets, etc., disinfected at the city disinfect- 
ing station. This, however, has been only partially suc- 
cessful, for often a considerable interval has elapsed 
between the death of the patient and the visit of the in- 
spector, and the goods have often been washed, dest royal 
or sent away to be cleaned. Still, when feasible, goods 
are removed by the department and properly disinfected. 

At the same time that the other measures were intro- 
duced, arrangements were made for the collection and 
examination of sputa for the diagnosis of suspected 
cases of tuberculosis. This measure was designed to 
give greater accuracy to the work of the health depart- 
ment in dealing with many cases, and to enlist the co- 


operation of physicians by affording them such assist- 
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ance in the diagnosis of cases as otherwise would often 
be beyond their reach. It was in line with the previous 
work of the department in making, without charge, bac- 
teriologic examinations for the diagnosis of diphtheria. 
In carrying out this measure well-stoppered two-ounce 
glass jars are supplied at more than 200 apothecary 
shops, scatt at convenient points throughout the 
city. These places are already familiar as depots for the 
distribution of culture outfits for the examination of 
diphtheria. With the jars are delivered circulars con- 
taining directions as to the collection of sputa. 
The daily comparison of the certificates in which 
death is ascribed to tuberculosis with the indices of re- 
cases shows that at the present time nearly 80 
per cent. of those dying from tuberculosis in the Bor- 
ough of Manhattan have been previously reported to the 
department (while living) as suffering from this dis- 
ease. 


In the prosecution of the work as above outlined cer- 
tain difficulties have been encountered. These mainly 
relate to the obtaining of a full registration of cases. 
As yet many private physicians do not report their 
cases of tuberculosis, although more and more cases are 
being constantly reported, and the data in a constantl 
increasing number of cases are being obtained — 
the sputa examinations. The reports from institutions 
naturally furnish the largest proportion of the cases re- 
corded, and such reports are in some instances inaceu- 
rate. Many cases escape detection on account of the 
inefficient examination given patients. Incipient tuber- 
culosis is frequently not diagnosticated in dis nsaries, 
and occasionally an erroneous diagnosis of — 
is made. The addresses, also, given in many reports 
need revision. Patients frequently give their addresses 
wrongly through intention, and perhaps as frequently 
the clerk records the address incorrectly. Naturally, 
therefore, many false addresses reach the department 
and are excluded from the records only by the search of 
the inspector. Rarely in death certificates pneumonia 
and chronic bronchitis are given as the cause of death 
to conceal cases of tuberculosis. An investigation is now 
made of every death occurring in persons over 15 years 
of age, to determine if the patient has been previously 
reported as suffering from tuberculosis, and occasionally 
such previous reports have been found. 

The obvious results of the work done thus far lie both 
in the reduction of the death rate and in the evident 
effects in the education of the people as to the infectious 
nature of tuberculosis and the means to be taken for 
its prevention, and in the destruction of sources of in- 
fection by the renovation of infected apartments. It 
may be doubted whether any considerable degree of 
popular information as to the necessity of care for the 
sputum can be diffused through the non-English speak- 
ing inhabitants of the poorest tenement-house districts, 
recruited as they continually are by fresh supplies of the 
most filthy and ignorant classes from all parts of 
Europe ; but in the better class of tenements, where the 
inhabitants speak English, there has been such a spread 
of knowledge concerning the nature of this disease that 
in a majority of the cases in many districts the inspectors 
now find at their first visits that all the precautions ad- 
vised have been already taken. 

Another perhaps not unimportant result of the work 
in New York City is the influence on the action of other 
sanitary authorities. Similar measures have been 
adopted by the New York State Board of Health, and 
the measures and circulars of the New York City Board 
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of Health have been closely followed by sanitary au- 
thorities in many other cities, both in this country and 
abroad and by state boards in other states. Still the 
work of restriction of tuberculosis even in New York has 
but just fairly begun. Among the most pressing needs of 
the future are larger and better equipped, hospitals for 
the treatment of advanced cases, municipal sanitaria 
outside of New York, for the care of incipient cases, the 
inspection of factories, shops, and all other places where 

hthisical patients may be found, and a more strict en- 
— of the sanitary ordinance prohibiting spitting 
in these places, in all places of public assembly, in the 

ublic halls of lodging houses, hotels and tenement 

uses, and in the means of public conveyance. 

The death rate from all tuberculous diseases in the 
boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx (old New York) 
was as follows: 1886, 4.42; 1887, 4.06; 1888, 3.99; 
1889, 3.86; 1890, 3.97; 1891, 3.55; 1892, 3.51; 1893, 
3.16; 1894, 3.35; 1895, 3.11; 1896, 2.98; 1897, 2.99; 
1898, 3.08; 1899, 3.08; 1900, 3.01; 1901, 2.89. 

The diminution in the death rate, as shown in the 
above table, still continues. During the first six months 
of 1902 4,673 deaths from tuberculosis occurred, equal- 
ing a reduction of 10 per cent. on the death rate for 
1901, which was the lowest ever recorded, not only for 
the whole year, but also for this period of the year. It 
seems evident that sure progress is being made, and 
that with the cordial support of the medical profession, 
as a whole, which is now freely accorded by the best 
elements in the profession, followed as this must be by 
the universal popular appreciation of the true nature 
of tuberculosis, in place of the unreasoning fear or care- 
less ignorance which has largely prevailed, we may con- 
fidently anticipate as the result of continued effort the 
almost complete eradication of this, the most fatal dis- 
ease with which sanitary authorities have to deal. 


DISCUSSION. 

Dr. S. A. Knorr, New York—The inauguration of the anti- 
tuberculosis measures in New York City commenced with Dr. 
Biggs writing that popular leaflet of instructions regarding 
the prevention of consumption, which has since been copied by 
so many cities and states and even by foreign countries. It 
was originaily issued in German, Italian and Hebrew, and was 
largely distributed throughout the tenement districts of New 
York. It has very properly been looked on as a model by 
boards of health engaged in the preparation of such instruction 
leaflets. In regard to reporting cases to the board of health, I 
can endorse what has been said by Dr. Biggs. While seemingly 
compulsory the ordinance in reality makes it optional. Every 
physician is left free to deal as he pleases with his own cases. 
There is no interference if the physician does not desire it, and 
there can not be the slightest objection to reporting cases under 
such conditions. 

Through this system of reporting cases the board of health 
collected a great deal of valuable information concerning af- 
fected districts, and in this way was able to get remedial 
measures employed. Dr. Biggs has not mentioned one of the 
most important results which came from the inauguration of 
this work. I refer to the tenement-house committee. It was 
shown by the statistics collected that very many cases of tuber- 
culosis existed in certain congested districts. The result was 
that a most vigorous agitation for tenement-house reform was 
started and that we have now one of the best tenement-house 
* laws that ever existed. Houses where there is no light and no 
air and where the sanitary conditions are bad are no longer tol- 
erated. 1 was exceedingly pleased to hear Dr. Biggs point out 
the difference between contagious and communicable diseases. 
He is my teacher—I am proud to recognize him as such, and I 
know the great pains he has taken to bring this matter before 
the public. Tuberculosis is not a contagious disease, but a 
communicable one—the touch of the consumptive is not danger- 
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ous. Sanatoria are the best places in which not to catch con- 
sumption. You can not say the same of smallpox, which is 
and the distinction is one which it is important to 
bear in mind. Tuberculosis is a communicable, 
and curable disease, but I repeat not contagious, that is to 
say, transmitted through contact per se. From the way some 
people, including physicians, have treated this subject it would 
seem that we have to recognize the existence of a new disease, 
which might very justly be called phthisiophobia. It is a dis- 
ease from which many people have been suffering of late. 

In regard to another matter of great importance and moment 
concerning efficacious prophylaxis, I should like to make a 
suggestion. After a death from tuberculosis is reported to the 
board of health we hear complaints that there is sometimes con- 
siderable delay before an inspector can visit and fumigate the 
premises. Would it not be possible to utilize the telephone or 
the telegraph in such cases, even if the health department paid 
Delay is dangerous; poor people will remove 


I am also very much in favor of the establishment of city 
dispensaries for the express purpose of dealing with ambulant 
tuberculous cases. It seems to me that such institutions would 
be of great value as educational and preventive factors as well 
as in other ways. 

Dr. P. M. Carrineton, Ft. Stanton, N. M.—I would like to 
ask the Doctor whether he has provided any public places where 
the public may spit. People, at all events some people, must 
spit somewhere, and if you do not provide any accommodation 
for them they will spit on the street. I notice that in New 
York City a distinction is drawn between the sidewalk and the 
street, but the sputum may be as dangerous in the one place as 
the other. If you could devise a scheme by which you would 
have a sufficient number of destructible receptacles you would 
get rid of a great deal of material which otherwise may carry 
contagion. 

Dr. J. W. Guest, Louisville, Ky.—It so happens that Dr. 
Biggs’ name is on my diploma also, but, apart from that, I 
have taken a great deal of interest in the campaign against 
tuberculosis which he has been carrying on. My report in 
regard to what we have been doing in Louisville must be very 
meager. The only thing we do is to send postal cards to 
physicians asking them to notify us of cases of tuberculosis, 
and the poor eases we isolate as far as possible in the city hos- 
pital. Apart from this, and the free examination of sputum, 
we do nothing directly in regard to consumption, but we are 
paying more and more attention to the enforcement of the 
pure food laws, and thus what we neglect in regard to the 
former we more than make up in the latter. 

Dr. B. W. Stearns, Binghampton, N. Y.—Some encourage- 
ment is no doubt to be derived from the statistics quoted by 
Dr. Biggs, which show a decrease in the proportion of deaths 
from tuberculosis, but there was one point he did not touch on 
at all. A good number of the tuberculous patients of New 
York City remove to Sullivan County and not a few of them 
die there and their deaths are certified in that county and not 
in the city. Personally, I know of several cases of the kind 
during the year 1900, though I am not aware whether or not 
they are suflicient to affect the percentage. 

Dr. C. B. Jounson, Champaign, Ill.—The Doctor said he 
used carbonate of soda instead of some more powerful disin- 
fectant. 1 should like some further particulars—both as to 
the reason for using the mild disinfectant and the manner of 
using it. 

„ Du. A. R. Reynoips, Chicago—This question of whether 
tuberculosis should be made a reportable disease is one that 
has agitated officers of health in this country and abroad for a 
longtime, The profession of Chicago up to this time have never 
felt that this ought to be done, and officially, as commissioner 
of health, I have never been able to bring myself to the point of 
deciding that the disease should be made reportable. The 
chief objection that we have to doing so is that alluded to by 
Dr. Biggs, viz.: that it puts tuberculous patients in the same 
class with those suffering from contagious diseases. A tuber- 
culous patient may live for twenty years following some useful 
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occupation and mingling with his fellow creatures without any 
injury or danger to them, provided reasonable care is taken of 
his sputum. He ought not to be branded as a leper, or classed 
with patients suffering from smallpox, bubonic plague and 
other contagious diseases. If a consumptive, and the general 
public could be brought to understand that there is no danger 
from contact with a consumptive person—that the disease in 
short is not what is usually considered contagious—the objec- 
tion to making it notifiable might ultimately die out. Even in 
England we know that there has been a great deal of difference 
of opinion on this point. To me it seems that each community 
must regulate it according to its own needs. In New York 
City the reporting of tuberculous cases under the conditions 
described has proved a good thing, but whether it would be a 
benefit to other communities differently situated is a question 
on which much could be said, and I repeat that it seems to me 
that every community must decide the matter for itself. 

I commend most heartily the paper of Dr. Biggs in its en- 
tirety. The figures are most striking and convincing, and dem- 
onstrate the undoubted advantage of reporting such cases in 
New York City. Although we have a large population in 
Chicago it is not so congested as in New York. It is most 
dense in the sixteenth ward, but there are very few tenement 
houses such as are known in New York. The buildings are 
nearly all detached two-story houses, with light and ventila- 
tion on all four sides. 

The great advantage that has been derived from this pioneer 
work of the New York Board of Health, lies in the influence it 
has exercised and the stimulus it has brought to bear on other 
places. This influence is not bounded even by the confines of 
the country. In several countries of Europe it has also been 
felt, and at the tuberculosis congress in London last year Dr. 
Biggs’ name was mentioned by the celebrated Koch himself 
as that of a man to whom all sanitarians were indebted. 

For the present we must leave cach community to decide for 
itself such matters of detail as placing the disease on the 
reportable list. One other objection occurs to me in regard to 
making tuberculosis reportable and that is, that if the disease 
is reported it is implied that the authorities will do something. 
If these cases are simply reported and a record made of them 
no great good will be done. Yet in Chicago that would have 
to be the result at present for lack of men and means. No 
doubt if it could be reported without giving offense to the 
patients and without doing harm to any one it would be very 
desirable. It may come to that, but we must not go in advance 
of public sentiment; we must try to do the best we can under 
existing circumstances. We in Chicago rely largely, as Dr. 
Biggs has mentioned, on taking the public into our confidence 
through our bulletins of information. We are in the habit of 
issuing a bulletin each week. It is printed in the daily papers 
and the publishers give us as many galley proofs as we wish 
for distribution. One editor told me that the bulletin is re- 
garded as one of the most important items published in the 
Chicago papers on Monday mornings. It is extensively copied 
and commented on. All of which shows that the importance of 
public health is growing daily in public estimation. The peo- 
ple are becoming more interested in it and getting into the 
way of discussing it more intelligently. For a time there 
seemed danger that the unreasonable fear of germs would do 
harm, but this is an evil which has to a large extent cured 
itself. I am glad that Dr. Biggs made the point that consump- 
tion, so far as contagion is concerned, is not the dangerous 
disease that it is supposed to be, and I have no doubt that once 
it comes to be understood that the object of reporting is not 
to hamper the movements of a tuberculous patient, but is really 
to benefit him, and allow him full liberty so long as he takes 
care of his sputum, their objections to reporting the disease 
will be very largely withdrawn. 

Dr. Buds In regard to the reportability of tuberculosis it 
seems to me that we must get away from the idea which has 
prevailed among medical men and sanitary authorities, as 
well as among the public, that reported diseases are necessarily 
contagious. In my opinion all diseases which are in any sense 
preventable should be put on the reportable list. It is neces- 
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sary to get rid of the idea that the fact of their being so dealt 
with indicates that they have to be classed with smallpox and 
other diseases of that kind. In New York City we have passed 
a resolution in favor of putting malarial fever on the report- 
able list, and of course we do not propose to put it in the same 
class with the diseases referred to, nor do we propose to inter- 
fere with physicians handling their own cases in their own way. 
All we want is to obtain information as to where these cases 
occur so that we can gather data as to the sanitary conditions 
and surroundings, and in this way obtain something to go on 
in our enquiries as to the underlying causes of the disease. In 
some of the outlying boroughs where malaria exists to a greater 
extent than on the island of Manhattan we found that the pres- 
ence of &tagnant water was an almost constant condition, and in 
some of these districts it appeared that almost every person had 
been, or was, affected by the disease. We want reports of 
these cases in order that we may be able to remove the objec- 
tionable conditions and so prevent the extension of the disease. 
A proposition has also been made to make pneumonia report- 
able, and I certainly think it ought to come within the class. 
We know the destruction of life that is caused by the disease. 
We also know more or less how to treat it. But we want to 
know more about it epidemiologically. We can only do this if 
we first of all get information as to its distribution in large 
centers of population. Eventually, in my opinion, all infectious 
diseases—all diseases which are produced by micro-organisms— 
will be recognized as reportable, which means that we will get 
away from the idea that only those diseases should be reported 
which involve danger by simple contact. 


A word in regard to dispensaries: I heartily agree with Dr. 
Knopf as to their value and necessity, and I may say that we 
have under consideration a proposition for the establishment 
of such institutions under the — of health. The plan 
has not been worked out yet, but the problem is one of those 
which we hope to solve in the early future. 


In regard to the distribution of sputum in, public places I 
do not quite agree with Dr. Carrington that it is as objection- 
able on the street as it is on the sidewalk. The special danger 
from sputum on the sidewalks lies in the possibility of its 
soiling the clothes, especially of women, and of being thus 
carried (as well as by shoes) into the household. When it is 
deposited on the street and mixed with the soil and exposed to 
the light I do not think it is so much a source of danger. It is 
rather a general nuisance than the source of special infection. 
On the other hand, great danger is to be apprehended from in- 
discriminate expectoration in halls and on stairs of buildings 
used for educational purposes or amusement. It is in these 
places that one finds the really dangerous centers of infection. 
If the sputum is deposited on the street it is clear that it can 
not be nearly so dangerous. All our regulations should, so far 
as possible, be carried out on grounds of general cleanliness. 
In ferry boats we require that proper receptacles be provided. 
Perhaps they are not all they should be, but for the time 
they are the best we can get. 

As to disinfection, the difficuity of the problem is this, that 
although we have an appropriation it is not sufficient to enable 
us to cover the work. When we have 400 or 500 cases of 
tuberculosis to deal with each week and from 1,500 to 2,000 
cases of contagious diseases a week are reported the magnitude 
of the problem of inspection and disinfection becomes apparent. 
This is the cause of the delay which has been referred to. We 
have not the force or the facilities necessary to enable us to 
deal promptly and properly with this phase of the question. 

With regard to my advocacy of soda solutions my idea has 
always been that real cleanliness was preferable to probably 
ineflicient disinfection. Therefore, I say that in the majority 
of instances hot soda solutions will be found much more satis- 
factory than bichlorid or any other disinfectant, as used. We 
should encourage the people to clean rather than to use disin- 
fectants. 

As to the reliability of the statistics I have quoted there 
seems to be no way by which we can eliminate all sources of 
error. But there are always two sides to a question, and while 
it may be true that a good many people leave the city when they 
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are ill and die outside its boundaries, it is no less true that a 
great many others come to the city sick and die there. This 
matter has been gone over very carefully, and the conclusions 
arrived at are that the deaths of this kind taking place in and 
out of the city pretty well balance each other. After all, how- 
ever, the number of such cases is so small that it could hardly 
be expected to affect the percentage. As to the admirable work 
done by the Chicago Board of Health by means of its weekly 
bulletin—which is a model publication of its kind—I may say 
that we have under consideration the adoption of some similar 
plan for the weekly discussion of sanitary problems. Before 
closing I would like to say a word as to the excellent work 
which has been done by Dr. Knopf, and the enormous influence 
his writings have had in extending a knowledge of tuberculosis 
and the means to be taken for its prevention and cure. 


A PECULIAR CASE OF RECURRENT BULLOUS 
ERUPTION.* 


WILLIAM S. GOTTHEIL, M.D. 
Physician to the City Hospital, Lebanon and Beth-Israel Hospitals. 
NEW YORK. 


It may well be that the case which I shall briefly de- 
scribe is of a type not unusual in some localities, or that 
it is not infrequently seen by those who practice in 
pediatrics. But I have never come across one precisely 
similar, and its characteristics, both positive and neg- 
ative. are such that I am unable to classify it under the 
heading of any of the ordinary dermatoses. These con- 
siderations embolden me to place on record the follow- 
ing case: 

Mamie K., 544 years old, was athens to my clinic at Leban- 
on Hospital, with the following history: Since her second year 
there has appeared each autumn a skin eruption similar to 
the one that is now present; during the spring and summer 
there is absolutely nothing the matter with her integument. 
Each attack began with the appearance of e few watery blis- 
ters, which increased up to a certain size, and then either 
ruptured or dried up. From time to time new ones appeared, 
thus prolonging the course of the disease to several weeks or 
months. Then, quite spontaneously, the blisters ceased to form 
and the child was well. Subjective sensations were entirely 
absent, so that the child had had no treatment at all; and the 
sole reason that she was now brought to the clinic was the 
fact that the accident of location of some lesions in this attack 
does give her trouble. The first attack occurred in her second 
year; there were only two or three small bulle on the backs 
of the hands, and the eruption lasted but a short time. The 
second attack in her third year was a little worse; there were 
more blisters, their size was larger, and the eruption lasted 
longer. In the attack of the fourth year the forearm and legs 
were affected, as well as the hands, and the severity of the 
symptoms was increased. The present fourth attack is the 
worst that she has ever had. It has been present since Sep- 
tember (over three months) ; the blisters are larger than they 
have ever been; some have appeared on the mons veneris and 
abdomen, and there have been a number of lesions on the but- 
tocks, thighs, legs and arms. Each one takes two or three 
weeks to run its course, instead of a week, as did the early 
ones; and new efflorescences are continually coming out, so 
that since this attack began, there have always been some 
score or two of lesions present in various stages at least. 
Within the last few days some large blisters had appeared on 
the ankles and soles; and the child had been unable to walk 
on account of the pain that they occasioned. 

There had been neither itching nor pain before or after the 
appearance of any of the lesions. Most of them were accident- 
ally discovered when the child was being dressed or bathed. 
When rupture of the bulle had occurred, the skin beneath the 
detached epidermis was found moderately reddened, but not 
especially sensitive; the mother usually applied a bandage to 
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the part for a day or two. There has never been any apparent 
relationship to pressure or other injury; the blisters have not 

commoner around the ankles or waist or on the knees or 
elbows, than elsewhere; they have never come on after a fall 
or a bruise. There are no other children in the family, and the 
mother can give no history of any relative on either side of 
the family having been similarly affected. 

Examination ‘showed the child to be perfectly healthy as re- 
gards her internal organs. She is a fairly robust girl of the 
blond Germanic type, and is physically and mentally normal. 
The lesions present were almost all on the lower limbs; there 
are some 50 of them from the hips down. The great majority 
of these, however, were only the dried remains of smaller blebs, 
or the fading marks of older ones. There were large bulla, 
however, just below the right internal malleolus, on the inner 
edge of the sole of the left foot, and on the upper thighs. 
These were the new ones that had appeared during the last few 
days. On the mons veneris, lower abdomen, and arms only the 
stains of vanished lesions were apparent. 

In the weeks following this first examination, I had abund- 
ant opportunity to watch the development of the bulla from 
their beginning. Without any local prodromal symptoms, 
either subjective in the shape of itching, formication or pain, 
or objective as redness, elevation or whealing, there would 
appear a minute vesicle, tense, globular, and filled with a trans- 


parent yellow serum. This would rapidly increase in size, be- 
coming as large as a bean in 24 hours, and walnut-sized or 
over in from two to three days if it was not accidentally rup- 
tured. In the case of the bulla of the sole I took care to pre- 
vent this happening; and it grew to be as large as a goose-egg, 
and stretched across the sole. I was then compelled to rupture 
it on account of the disability that it occasioned the patient. 
After rupture of the largest bulla the epidermis could be re- 
moved at once, since epithelial repair had largely taken place 
under it, and the surface was not sensitive. 

All attempts on my part to produce bulle by friction, pinch- 
ing, etc., were fruitless, thus confirming the mother’s state- 
ment as to the spontaneous origin of the lesions. 

Knowing from the previous attacks that the disease was self- 
limited, I did not deem it necessary to institute any very vig- 
orous treatment, and put her on moderate doses of arsenic. 
In January the lesions began to become less frequent, and late 
in February they ceased to appear. During this period I made 
it a practice to rupture the bulle early, and none of them at- 
tained any very large size. 

Here, then, was a recurrent bullous eruption in a 
child, coming on in the fall of four successive 
running a definite course, and unaccompanied by the 
other symptoms usually met in lesions of this nature. 
It was certainly not an epidermolysis bullosa, for there 
was no hereditary history, no relationship to injury, 
and the disease ran a definite course. It was not a 
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bullous urticaria, for there was no itching, and there 
never were any other urticarial lesions on the child’s 
body; and a similar argument holds for a bullous 
erythema. Dermatitis herpetiformis is grouped and 
inflammatory ; this eruption had neither of these char- 
acteristics. In a female adult an artificial (cantharidal) 
eruption might be thought of, but it is not possible that 
a child of such tender years would produce them, and 
I am very sure that her mother did not do so. I should 
hesitate to call it a benign pemphigus, on account of its 
periodicity and the absence of an inflammatory areola 
around the bulle. Yet this latter designation is ap- 
parently the one that would fit it best. and is the one 
that I should select, if compelled to make a choice. 


DISCUSSION. 

Dr. L. Weiss, New York—I would like to ask Dr. Gottheil 
what treatment he has pursued. I saw, in consultation, a 
similar case of a woman aged about 50, feverish and in a low 
condition. She had two blebs, one on the outside of the left 
malleolus of the size of a hen’s egg, and a smaller one on the 
right wrist. I recommended simply a zinc-gelatin varnish, and 
in a few days under this occlusive application the denuded 
surface cleared itself, and within ten days the suppurative 
sym s subsided, and the integument was replaced. 

Dr. Jay F. Scuampenc, Philadelphia—I should like to report 
a remarkable case which this paper calls to my mind. I saw 
a few weeks ago a colored man, aged 21, who exhibited on the 
palms of the hands and on the fingers numerous blebs varying 
in diameter from 1 to 2 em. Lesions of a similar character 
were present on the lips, tongue and buccal mucous membrane. 
In the beginning of the attack the patient was obliged to sub- 
sist on liquid food owing to difficulty in swallowing. The 
patient had experienced three distinct attacks of this same 
character at intervals of six months and a year; in all of 
these the same regions were involved. The patient had had 
syphilis. There are many bullous eruptions which are most 
obscure in their nature and extremely difficult to classify. 
Many of these are being thrust into the class of dermatitis 
herpetiformis, thus extending the limits of this disease beyond 
the boundaries established by Diihring. 

Dr. M. L. Heminesretp, Cincinnati—Cases of bullous erup- 
tions are always a matter of peculiar interest by virtue of their 
obscure nature, and in discussing this paper I wish to briefly 
mention a case, not only because it is of particular interest to 
me, but also to determine whether or not any of my fellow mem- 
bers have had a similar experience. A case which has been 
recently reported to the Cincinnati Lancet-Clinic (Aug. 2, 
1902) under the name of “Epidermolysis Bullosa (Faclitia)” or 
traumatic ray bullous dermatitis, was exposed to the rays 
during three sittings of five minutes each, and was followed by 
slight erythema and a marked tendency to bullous formation 
over areas subjected to slight trauma. To all intents and 
purposes this case could be called an artificially-induced case 
of epidermolysis bullosa, through heredity, its beginning in 
early infancy and other features were lacking, as in some of 
the recorded cases of traumatic bullous eruption. The blood 
showed no variation from the normal, and incidentally I 
would like to ask Dr. Gottheil if the blood examination, or 
the contents of the bulla in his case, showed any interesting 
changes. 

Dr. Davin Liepertual, Chicago—I have seen a case similar 
to that of the essayist, through the courtesy of Dr. I. A. Abt. 
Soon after birth the child exhibited bulla in the mouth and on 
the lower extremities. These bullae had a thin roof and clear 
contents and soon broke down, healing taking place in a few 
days. The presence of scars near the ankles was strongly sug- 
gestive of syphilis, but no other symptoms were present sup- 
porting this supposition. At intervals of months new blebs 
appeared on the lower as well as the upper extremities, pur- 
suing the same course, although the mouth remained free. The 
number of blebs at each eruption was limited to from one to 
three. This case, too, is difficult of classification and further 
observation might lead to its proper interpretation. 


A CASE OF RECURRENT BULLOUS ERUPTION. 
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Dr. Gortnen—I presented this case as an example of a 
clinical type with which I was not familiar. In response to 
the first question I would say that it was undoubtedly self. 
limited; each of the previous attacks ended spontaneously, 
without any treatment at all; and the one that 1 observed had 
practically no treatment either. I have not seen anything 
similar from exposure to the Roentgen rays, but I know that 
such have been recorded. The bullous eruption from ray 
exposure, however, comes on very slowly, lasts a long time, and 
leads to very intractable ulceration; here the individual bulle 
lasted but a very few days, were superficial, healed spontan- 
eously without destruction of tissue, and the malady was pro- 
longed by the appearance of new bulla on other parts. Besides 
this, there had never been any exposure to the rays. 

The diagnosis apparently lies between a benign pemphigus 
and a bullous erythema, with some very cogent arguments, 
however, against the adoption of either designation. It is 


for this reason that I have regarded the case as worthy of 
record. 


Havana Leper Hospital. — At the meeting of the Orteans 
Parish Medical Society, Oct. 11, 1902, Dr. Isadore Dyer gave 
an interesting account of his visit to the Havana Leper Hos- 
pital. Although founded in 1681, the Hospital San Lazzaro as- 
sumed importance only in 1861, when the present imposing 
building was erected. This occupies a prominent position on 
one of the main thoroughfares only a few hundred yards re- 
moved from the bay front and opening on a broad plaza. The 
entrance from the street discloses a large chapel for the use 
of the public, to which the patients in the hospital 
have access in a reserved space just off the chancel, 
separated on each side by high iron railings, one side 
for females, the other for males. There are in all 
114 patients, mostly native, and about equally divided 
between male and female; only a _ few children, the 
youngest about eight years, and only a few negroes. Quarters 
for the two sexes are separately arranged and a distinct in- 
firmary is provided for those lepers who become ill or some 
concurrent malady. Seven sisters of charity are in charge of 
the nursing and domestic departments, and help is received, 
not required, from those patients who are able to render it. 
The whole establishment is cleanly and strict attention is given 
to ventilation and hygiene. As in all Cuban establishments, 
the bathing facilities are meager. Treatment at this institu- 
tion seems to present about the same results as is common else- 
where. Most reliance is placed by Dr. Alfonso, the head of 
the hospital, on Chaulmoogra oil, and he believes his best 
results are obtained with this remedy. Experimental work 
has been done for the past eight months with red mango bark, 
but as yet without result. Baths of benzoinated water, sul- 
phurated water, etc., are employed in some cases. Carasquilla 
serum has been used and abandoned. Arsenic and bichlorid of 
mercury are among the other remedies chiefly employed. The 
salicylates and ichthyol are also used. Strychnin as a regular 
treatment did not seem to appeal to Dr. Alfonso as it has to 
Dr. Dyer, for the latter has always held strychnin as a sheet 
anchor in leprosy, and has never treated a case without main- 
taining this drug throughout, no matter what else he may 
have used. Dr. Dyer was struck, in the short time at his dis- 
posal to observe these patients, with the large number of pure 
tropic types, the sort of cases found in Brittany and in Con- 
stantinople, those cases which have led to the separation of 
Morvan’s disease as an entity. Of all the cases shown him at 
the San Lazzaro Hospital, there were few of the tubercular 
type, the type in which the bacilli are found freely colonized. 
The fact that so many of the cases were natives and that they 
presented for so large a part the evidences of what Zambaco- 
Pacha has called “effetex” leprosy, possibly explains the fact 
that there is no instance recorded of contagion having occurred 
among the attendants of this institution. Altogether the ap- 
pearance and detail of the Havana Leper Hospital, and it is 
not an asylum, impressed the doctor with the highest sense of 
respect for a well-organized and managed institution. 
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THE CURRENT INDEX, 

Much of our space this week is taken up with the 
index, consequently several of the departments are 
omitted and those that are given space are greatly re- 
duced in quantity. 

In this connection we desire to call attention to 
one part of the index which we issue with each half- 
yearly volume, as it is a distinct feature, unique to 
this journal only. We do this because we find that com- 
paratively few of our readers appreciate what we are 
doing in this regard; and as it requires a large amount 
of labor, we do not want these efforts lost. We refer 
to the Index of Current Medical Literature. This will 
be found on index pages 1671 to 1698. In the index 
in this volume will be found for the second time the 
references to all the important articles in the leading 
foreign journals, making the index a practically com- 
plete index of the current medical literature of the 
world. The directions for using the index will be found 
on page 1671. 

To make this of still more value we shall reprint this 
index in pamphlet form, together with all the titles of 
papers, name of journal in which they appeared, etc., 
under the title, “Index of the Current Medical Litera- 
ture of the World.” This will make reference easy, and 
will, we are sure, prove acceptable to those who have 
occasion to look up the current literature. We do not 
hesitate to say that in the near future a file of these 
indexes will be valuable. The price is twenty-five cents, 
which barely covers the cost to us. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF SCIENTIFIC GUIDANCE IN 
SANITARY UNDERTAKINGS—A WARNING. 


The comprehensive review by Professor Jordan of 
the present, most interesting conditions in Chicago as 
regards water supply, which appeared in Tue JourNaL 
last week,’ makes highly instructive reading. People 
have heard and read so much about the great Chicago 
Drainage Canal, “the greatest engineering feat of modern 
times,” that it comes very much like a shock when one is 
told by competent authority, backed by undeniable testi- 
mony, that from a sanitary standpoint the canal is a 
failure, a blunder; that after an expenditure of forty 
to fifty million dollars the city of Chicago is without 
wholesome water; that typhoid fever, the infallible curse 
of sewage polluted drinking water, still is and has been 
rampant in the city, which continues to be a center for 
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1. Tux Jounx Al., A. M. A. Dec. 20, 1902, p. 1561. 
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dissemination of typhoid bacilli to all parts in the sur- 
rounding country. It is humiliating and in every way 
unpleasant to know that the most progressive of cities 
should fail so utterly in its grandiose effort to render 
itself healthful. 

But the truth in such matters should be told as 
directly and plainly as possible, without any sugar coat- 
ing, so that proper warning is given and that other cities 
may profit by avoidance of the Chicago blunders. The 
cause of the sanitary failure of the Chicago Drainage 
Canal does not lie in any inability on the part of the 
engineers to cope successfully with the difficult prob- 
lems in engineering. From the standpoint of the canal 
builder the canal is a creditable success. The project 
of a great sanitary drainage canal, which should carry the 
Chicago sewage into the Illinois and Mississippi rivers 
instead of allowing it to empty into Lake Michigan, 
whence the city obtains its water supply, meant in 
reality nothing more and nothing less than an effprt to 
free Lake Michigan, at least in the vicinity of Chicago, 
from sewage pollution. It was in advising this under- 
taking that the projectors of the drainage canal took 
on their shoulders greater responsibility than was war- 
ranted by modern sanitary knowledge in general, and 
especially in regard to the best methods of sewage dis- 
posal and the obtaining of healthful water. It is prob- 
ably safe to say that if the entire situation had been 
critically and carefully studied by a board of competent 
sanitary experts, with modern training in such matters, 
the construction of the present canal for drainage and 
sanitary purposes only would probably not have been 
recommended. But in the history of the present drain- 
age canal, from its inception to its completion, the bac- 
teriologist and scientific sanitarian is conspicuous by 
his absence. Does any one for a moment believe that 
a careful and competent study in a comprehensive man- 
ner of the local situation would have permitted the 
construction of the canal and its opening with a great 
flourish of trumpets while the sewage of a large part 
of the city was still emptying into the lake, which is the 
common source of supply for the whole city? Only 
incompetence and ignorance can explain such lament- 
able oversight as this, leaving aside for the moment all 
discussion of the best general principles of water supply 
and sewage disposal. 

Then, again, as pointed out clearly by Professor Jor- 
dan, the present drainage canal in no way prevents the 
contamination of the lake water by the sewage of the 
towns at the northern and southern extremities of the 
city, as well as by that of those parts of the city itself. 
What guarantee is there that when Chicago, after years 
of labor and the further expenditure of millions of dol- 
lars, shall have turned its last sewer into the drainage 
canal, the lake water may not still be contaminated by 
surface drainage, by passing vessels, and, of more im- 
portance, by the sewage of cities and towns in Wis- 
consin and Indiana? 
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There seems to be no escape from the remedy sug- 
gested by Professor Jordan, namely, sand filtration. 
Would that it had been resorted to long ago! We un- 
hesitatingly affirm that the truly pitiable condition in 
which Chicago finds itself to-day so far as water supply 
is concerned, is in large measure the result of hastily 
entering on sanitary undertakings of wide scope without 
the great advantage of expert scientific guidance and 
careful, comprehensive study of the problems involved 
in all their bearings. Chicago entrusted the problem 
of freeing its water supply from sewage contamination 
to men without any special training or experience what- 
soever in the branch of knowledge most important to 
its solution, namely, sanitation, with the result that so 
far its water supply has not been materially improved, 
even after the construction of a gigantic canal. To what 
extent the medical profession is blamable for this failure 
because its members did not interest themselves enough 
in the matter it is not necessary to discuss now, but it 
may be hoped that the present plight of Chicago will 
prove a warning to other cities about to embark on 
similar sanitary undertakings. 


Medical 


CALIFORNIA. 

Sisters’ Hospital Annex Opened.—With solemn cere- 
monies the addition to the Sisters’ Hospital, Los Angeles, 
was opened December 11. 

Personal. Dr. Edward M. Pallette, Los Angeles, has re- 
turned from a year’s trip around the world.-—Dr. Thomas 
Nelson, recently graduated from Cooper Medical College, is 
the first colored graduate of that institution. Dr. Fred A. 
Grazer, San Francisco, recently dislocated his shoulder and 
fractured his left arm by a fall from a street car— Dr. Edith 
H. Matzke, Stanford, has been appointed to a position in the 
department f hygiene at the university. Her duties will be to 
an hygienic and medical advice to the female students. — Dr. 

ulius A, Crane, Agnew, has resigned as medical superintendent 
of the Agnew State Hospital. Dr. Andrew S. Lobingier, Los 
Angeles, has returned from a six months’ tour of Europe. 


COLORADO. 

Deaths in November. During November 810 deaths were 
reported in the state, equivalent to an annual death rate of 
16.8 per 1,000. Typhoid fever caused 60 deaths, diphtheria 
22, and scarlet fever 3. 

New Law in Force. The new regulation requiring all in- 
valids boarding trains in Colorado to be provided with a physi- 
cian's certificate stating that they have no contagious disease 
became operative December 6. 

Alleged Violation of Law.—The district attorney has filed 
information against Mrs. Serada H. Callanan, charging her 
with practicing medicine without a license and with illegally 
attaching the letters “M.D.” and prefixing “Doctor” to 
name. 

Comparative Morbidity.— During November 183 cases of 
r 134 of scarlet fever, 46 of smallpox and 468 of 

hoid fever were reported. Compared with October, this 
s an increase of 76 cases of diphtheria, 22 cases of scarlet 
fever, and 21 cases of smallpox: and a decrease of 187 cases of 
typhoid fever. 
INDIANA. 


Thousands to Hospital. On November 30 the relatives of 
the late Clem Studebaker presented $50,000 to Epworth Hos- 
ag South Bend, in accordance with the expressed desire of 

r. Studebaker. 

Illegal Practitioners Punished.-—The Circuit Court has 
found G. W. Ober, Indianapolis, and W. G. Richardson, Jeffer- 
sonville, guilty of practicing medicine without a license and has 
fined them respectively $207 and $47. 


cal News. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
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Smallpox.—During October 298 cases of smallpox 
in 35 counties in the state, with 19 deaths. In October, 1901, 
113 cases were reported from 9 counties, with two deaths 
On December 16 it was ted that there were 50 cases of the 
disease in Hammond, which had been as usual, as 


“Cuban Itch 
NEW YORK. 
New York City. 

Bequest to Hospital.— Among other bequests to charities by 
the will of the late Anne Lawrence Coleman is one of $5000 to 
the babies’ ward of the New York Post-Graduate Hospital. 

St. Francis’ tal.—-The cornerstone of the new hos- 

tal was laid, December 8, with short and simple exercises. 

e new hospital will occupy all the la block in the 
Borough of the Bronx bounded by 142d and 143d streets, and 
Brook and St. Ann’s avenues. 

Conditional Gift to Hospital. At the anniversary 
dinner of the hospital, December 15, William Hulls, Jr., agreed 
to complete the buildings and grounds of the hospital at a cost 
of $125,000 provided that prior to June 1, 1903, the sum of 
$50,000 be raised in bona fide subscriptions. 

Schedule for Dr. Lorenz. Dr. Adolf Lorenz reached New 
York City on December 13. On Monday afternoon, December 
15, he held a clinie at the Hospital for Ruptured and Crippled; 
on Tuesday a clinie at the New York Polyclinic; on Wed 
at the Post-Graduate Hospital; on Thursday at the Cornell 
Medical Se : on Friday at Bellevue, and on Saturday at 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons. 


OHIO. 

Itinerant Arrested. W. B. Georgia, an itinerant medicine 
man, was recently arrested at Findlay on the charge of yt 
ticing medicine without a license from the state. "Th oan 
leased on $100 bonds. 

Resolutions Regarding Dr. ter. At the meeti 
of the Ohio Medical University board of trustees, at the Pa 
hotel, resolutions were adopted on the death of Dr. Eugene G. 
Carpenter, late superintendent of the Columbus State Hospital, 
who was a nember of the university faculty. 


occurred 


Pol —The staff of the new polxelinie is announced 
as follows: Drs. Henry A. Ingalls and Travis Carroll, surgery; 
Dre. Edward M. Keefe and Frederick Bacharach, ‘medicine; 


Drs. Samuel Rothenberg and I. J. Clark, obstetries; Dr. Osear 
W. Stark, eye and ear; Drs. Adolph Morgenstern and William 
D. Haines, nose and throat, and Drs. Edwin S. Ricketts and 
Charles T. Pearce, abdominal surgery. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Equips Surgical Ward.—At a cost of several thousand 
dollars, Col. G. S. Beck has presented the surgical ward of the 
Reading Hospital with an entire new equipment. 

Contract Awarded.—The contract has been awarded for 
$125,000, to build eight steel and glass pavilions for the treat- 
ment of consumptives at the Philadelphia Hospital. 

Pathologic Exhibit.—The annual exhibition meeting of the 
Philadelphia Pathological Society was held December 11, in 
the Mütter Museum of the ( ‘ollege of Physicians. There were 
—— displays of series of microscopic specimens, but the ex- 

ibit of a series of gross specimens was most excellent. 

Insects and Disease Transmission. On December 12, 
under the auspices of the Stillé Medical Society of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, Dr. IL. O. Howard, entomologist of the 
Agricultural Department at Washington, gave a very excellent 
illustrated lecture on “Some Insects Concerned in the Trans- 
mission of Disease.” The speaker dealt chiefly with the 
mosquito in the transmission of malaria and yellow fever. 


Deathe. 


Josiah W. Lash, M.D. Columbus (Ohio) Medical 
1878, a member of the American Medical Association, died at 
his home in Chillicothe, Ohio, December 12, from angina 
pectoris, aged 50. 

James F. McCone, M.D. University of California, San 
Francisco, 1892, a member of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, died in San Francisco, December 7, from tuberculosis of 
the hip, aged 31. 

Joseph Charles, M.D. College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Baltimore, 1881, died at Newport News, Va., December 12, from 
gastritis, aged 49. He was a member of the American Medical 
Association. 
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Adelbert F. Coope, M.D. University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, 1870, a member of the American Medical Association, 
died in Oil City, Pa., December 14, from cerebral hemorrhage, 


aged 58. 

Thomas R. Veazey, M.D. Kentucky School of Medicine, 
Louisville, 1885, of Milan, Ind., died at Pittsburg, Pa., Decem- 
ber 10, from anemia following malarial fever, aged 45. 

Bartus Trew, M.D. College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Baltimore, 1890. died at his home in Baltimore, December 12, 
from endocarditis, following rheumatism, aged 33. 


Francis F. Forwood, M.D. University of Maryland, Balti- 
more, 1892, of Chester, Pa., died suddenly from heart disease, 
in Mecklenburg County, Va., December 8, aged 34. 

William W. Miller, M.D. Western Pennsylvania Medical 
College, Pittsburg, died at his home in East End, Pittsburg, 
December 14, from typhoid fever, aged 36. 

Lucius W. Baker, M.D. New York University, New York, 
1880, died at his home in Baldwinsville, Mass., December 7, 
from valvular heart disease, aged 50 


George M. Van Dyke, M.D. Jefferson Medical College, 
Philadelphia, 1888, died from apoplexy at his home in West 
Newton, Pa., December 13, aged 44. 


Dennis Nunan, M.D. University of Michigan, 1867, and 
Trinity Medical College, Toronto, 1869, died at his home in 
Guelph, Ont., December 12, aged 63. 

Joseph Adolphus, M.D. Pennsylvania Medical Col 
Philadelphia, 1849, died from rheumatism at his home 
Atlanta, Ga., December 9, aged 88. 


John McKinley, M.D. Jefferson Medical College, Phila- 
delphia, died at his home in New Wilmington, „from 
paralysis, December 12, aged 67. 

Homer C. Valentine, M.D. Star! 
bus, Ohio, 1898, died from tubercu 
ville, Ohio, December 8, aged 32. * 


Frank H. M.D. Syracuse (N. X.), University, 1882, 
a coroner of Cortland County, N. X., died at his home in Homer, 
December 7, from pneumonia. 


Alfred J. French, M.D. Vermont Medical College, Wood- 
stock, 1848, died at his home in Lawrence, Mass., December 1, 
from acute gastritis, aged 79. 


William B. Lindsay, M.D. University of the Victoria Col- 
lege, Cobourg, Ont., 1869, died from apoplexy, December 9, at 
his home in Strathroy, Ont. 

Levi J. Hixon, M.D. Medical Col 
died at his home in La Salle, 
ing, December 4, aged 


Ferdinand Venn, M.D. University of Pennsylvania, Phila- 
delphia, 1892, died suddenly from heart disease in Chicago, 
December 17, aged 32. 


William M. Fulkerson, M.D. New York University, New 
York, 1881, died at his home in Ingleside, N. Y., December 7, 
from typhoid fever. 


Thomas O. Brewer, M.D. Louisville (Ky.) Medical Col- 
lege, = died at his home in Monroe, La., December 14, 


Medical College, Colum- 
s at his home in Stouts- 


Toronto, 1888, 
. V., from ecarbolie acid poison- 


John T. Hammond, M.D. Jefferson Medical College, Phila- 
— 1852, died at his home in Berlin, Md., December 6, 


John W. Gaston, M.D. Hospital College of Medicine, Louls- 
— 1890, of Troup, Texas, died December 4, from heart 
ure. 


E. B. Davis, M.D. Western Reserve University, Cleveland, 
2 Kirby, Ohio, died suddenly from heart disease, Decem- 


John 8. Lewis, M.D. College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Baltimore, 1879, died at Weston, W. Va., December 15, aged 43. 
Darius D. Deppen, M.D. Pennsylvania Medical College, 
Philadelphia, 1853, of Bernville, Pa., died December 8, aged 70. 
Edward D. Wright, M.D. University of Tennessee, Nash- 
ville, 1882, died at his home in Nashville, December 9, aged 55. 
Edmund M. Landis, M.D. Rush Medical College, Chicago, 
1875, died in Chicago, December 14, from pneumonia, aged 56. 
Benjamin Benoit, M.D. New York University, New York, 
1877, died at his home in Lowell, Mass., December 7, aged 55. 
John Ring, M.D. Rush Medical College, Chicago, 1888, died 
at Chicago, December 14, from heart disease, aged 74. 
James Bartlett, M.D. University of Louisville, Ky., 1878, 
died at San Antonio, December 13, from sepsis, 


SOCIETIES. 
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Societies. 
NORTHWEST MEDICAL SOCIETY OF 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Monthly Meeting, held Dec. 2, 1902. 

The President, Dr, Wendell Reber, in the Chair. 

Rheumatic Tonsillitis in Children. 

Dr. Joux Stewart divided tonsillitis into catarrhal and 
rheumatic, and stated that while many writers asserted the 
condition was confined to the membranous portion of the glands 
many cases had come under his observation which had involved 
the entire gland. The disease may occur at any age, although 
most frequent in children between 5 and 15 years of age; the 
attacks are usually recurrent, with a varying length of time 
intervening; oftentimes there is a family predisposition. The 
disease is frequently accompanied by muscular and especially 
articular rheumatism, and may partake of the nature of an 
epidemic, more particularly during the rapid weather changes 
in the fall. It is generally due to a rheumatic poison in the 
circulation, but chronically enlarged tonsils are very apt to 
assume this state on the slightest provocation, such as exposure 
to cold, wet, etc. The symptoms are a sudden onset, severe 
chills and fever, thirst (due to lessened secretion from the 
tonsils which afterward becomes increased, but is of a thick 
tenacious character), headache, loss of appetite, coated tongue, 
bad taste in the mouth, foul breath, painful deglutition, almost 
constant desire to clear the throat, and inflammation which 
has extended to the uvula. Ofttimes there is also earache due 
to inflammation extending up the Eustachian tube to the ear; 
and in the severe attacks the liquid nourishment is forced 
through the nostrils when the child attempts to swallow, owing 
to the infiltration of the muscles of the palate with serum. The 
condition may be either unilateral or bilateral, and although 
only one side is involved at first, it may later extend to the 
other as well. 

The chief difficulty in diagnosis is the differentiation between 
this disease and diphtheria and pharyngitis, the distinctive 
features being that in rheumatic tonsillitis the onset is more 
sudden, the temperature higher and the redness of the throat 
more diffuse than in diphtheria; and in tonsillitis the 
yellowish-white spots can be removed from the crypts and will 
disappear in about two days, while in diphtheria they will con- 
tinue to reform for one or two weeks. In phdtyngitis the 
extent of the inflammation is greater than in tonsillitis, involv- 
ing practically the whole pharynx. 

In the beginning of the attack calomel, salicylic acid or 
sodium salicylate will often prevent suppuration, shorten the 
attack and relieve the pain and inflammation. When the dis- 
ease has advanced to about the fifth or sixth day ammoniated 
tincture of guiac was thought to give almost immediate relief. 
Local applications of peroxid of hydrogen were recommended 
after the beginning of convalescence and tincture of ferric 
chlorid and potassium chlorate to reduce the tissues to their 
normal size. If suppuration occurs, hot applications should 
be applied and the abscess opencd; the diet throughout the 
attack should consist principally of gruels, ete. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr. WILIA L. Peprer felt that there were but few cases of 
true rheumatic tonsillitis occurring in children, the majority of 
cases of tonsillitis being caused, in his opinion, by the formation 
of lactic acid in the stomach, which on its absorption by the 
tonsils produced inflammation. He recommended local applica- 
tions of hydrogen peroxid, which tends to antisepticize and 
oxydize the parts and thus prevent the absorption of germ 
excretion, biniodid of mercury and in the beginning stages of 
the disease free purgation by the use of 1/10 of a grain of 
calomel every five minutes until 1 grain is given. 

Dr. A. B. Kirkpatrick believed most cases of tonsillitis were 
caused by some infection, which is particularly apt to occur 
when the organs are enlarged and adenoid tissue present. In 
his experience very few cases of the true rheumatic variety 
have been observed in children, one reason for this being the 
fact that children are not, as a rule, excessive meat eaters, which 
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has some tendency to the production of a rheumatic diathesis. 
With a family predisposition to a rheumatic or uric acid 
diathesis, the condition would be more likely to occur. Fre- 
quently in a child with enlarged tonsils a slight cold will cause 
an onset of the disease. Many cases due to indigestion will 
yield in 24 hours to calomel, phenacetin and bicarbonate of 
soda. If there is enlargement of the submaxillary or sublingual 
gland local applications of ice will be of value. Ammoniated 
tincture of guiac, iron and chlorate of potash were felt to be 
of little if any value, and the former, in addition to being of 
little if any benefit to the disease, was very apt to produce a 
disordered digestion. In rheumatic tonsillitis, biniodid of 
mercury and the salicylates were recommended and in cases of 
abscess formation local applications of peroxid of hydrogen 
were thought to be of value. 

Dr. Harry Lowensure stated that in the several cases of 
follicular tonsillitie on which he had used biniodid of mercury 
the results had not been very satisfactory. He felt that rheu- 
matic tonsillitis would be difficult to diagnose unless there 
was a family or personal history of rheumatic condi- 
tion, which in the case of children he thought was more fre- 


Dr. Carte Lee Fur agreed with the speaker on 
diagnosis. In the infectious variety, local applications are of 
value, but in rheumatic tonsillitis they should be strenuously 
avoided. Calomel, sodium salicylate and benzoate of soda are 
of value. Many cases, if left alone, will get well in seven or 
eight days. Where there is a bluish appearance of the throat, 
with considerable pain, no membrane and very little if any 
swelling, Dr. Felt thought it indicated rheumatic tonsillitis. 

Dr. Samvuet Wol rx believed that there were very few cases of 
true rheumatic tonsillitis in which suppuration was present, 
those cases being usually produced by infection. Rheumatic 
conditions of the throat are more apt to attack the pharynx 
than the tonsils, thus following the rule in other parts of 
the body that rheumatism is more apt to attack the fibrous 
portions. The rheumatic variety is usually associated with 
other rheumatic symptoms in various parts of the body, on in- 
spection there is usually very little if any inflammation, but a 
great amount of pain, which is decidedly intermittent, and the 
duration may be for a variable length of time. For the treat- 
ment of the rheumatic variety salicylates were recommended as a 
means of checking the disease for a time and in some cases 
will probably effect a cure, but as a rule the constitutional 
seat of the disease must be acted on by some other remedy. 
With an inflammatory phlegmonous or catarrhal condition, 
— 
were recommended. 

Dr. Sauri. P. Grunau felt that the term rheumatic ton- 
sillitis was rather a misnomer, except in cases where there was 
a history of rheumatic diathesis, and stated that in cases where 
the tonsils were enlarged and inflamed he had obtained good 
results from the application of adrenalin, administered hypo- 
dermatically, if the tonsil is very large and patient will not 
have it excised. 

Dr. WIA H. Goop referred to two brothers with histories 
of gout, one has purpura of the rheumatic type and usually 
suffers from a bad attack of migraine two or three times a year, 
the other has rheumatic symptoms and usually has quinsy once 
or twice a year. Dr. Good suggested a connection between the 
quinsy and the rheumatic symptoms. 

Dr. Wenvet Reser stated that he believed the reason chil- 
dren so seldom suffer from rheumatic tonsillitis is the fact that 
they are out in the open air so much, rather than the restric- 
tion of their diet in reference to meat. 

Du. Stewart stated that all the cases on which his paper was 
based had been cases in which the parents gave a history of a 
distinct rheumatic diathesis, and even although suppuration 
had existed in some of them he believed them to be of the true 
rheumatic variety. In regard to the ammoniated tincture of 
guiac producing gastric disturbance, he felt that that could be 
avoided by giving it in connection with some other palliative 
substance. In regard to the use of adrenalin, he felt that as a 
temporary means of reducing very large tonsils it was of great 
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value, particularly in conjunction with a 10 per cent. solution 
of antipyrin, but that the result would not continue for more 
than five or six hours, and would need to be repeated. 


Gynecologic Specimens. 

Dr. T. Turner Thomas gave a demonstration of a number of 
fresh gynecologic specimens, detailing the various procedures 
in operation in such case. The points brought up were dis- 
cussed by Drs. Wilmer Krusen and Frank C. Hammond. 
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2. Laryngectomy.—Hartley describes the mechanism. The 
article is to be concluded in a future number. 


3. Genito-Urinary tics.—The points discussed by 
Fuller are the elimination of gonococci, the dissipation of 
general infection from the tract, sterilization of the tract in 
connection with operation, and the limits to be put on the 
administration of anodynes. He is not sanguine in his estima- 
tion of the direct elimination of gonococci, and thinks that the 
expectant treatment, leaving the work to Nature, is sometimes 
better than the spectacular one which thwarts her. Elimina- 
tion of the general infection can frequently be accomplished by 
surgical removal of the primary factor. In the minority of 
cases hygiene and drug measures will have to be used. Diuresis, 
drugs to inhibit germ proliferation, vesical and urethral lavage 
and attention to the general condition are then indicated. 
Among the drugs urotropin at present stands at the head. He 
does not any longer attempt complete sterilization of the 
urinary tract prior to operations, as that is impossible. He 
believes that ordinary and post-operative antisepsis will often 
be sufficient and less risky on account of the greater quickness 
of the operation in certain cases. He particularly objects to 
opium and its derivatives, thinking they increase the risk. 
The patients mind should be alert; if the patient is drowsy 
and supremely comfortable after operation, Fuller fears 
uremia. 

4. Rectal Stricture.—Ries describes a new method of reliev- 
ing rectal stricture by shutting off the bowel above the stricture 
and pulling down on the upper portion, anastomizing it with 
the lower portion of the rectum. The details of the operation 
are described, and schematic illustrations given showing its 
method and results. 


6. The Climate of Porto Rico.—Groff thinks there is no 
process of acclimatization to persons from a temperate climate 
in Porto Rico. The trade winds prevent the heat and humidity 
being oppressive. San Juan is a hot city on account of its 
being closely built with brick; in other places one needs 
blankets at night. There are no diseases which one from tem- 
perate latitude need fear. Tuberculosis is prevalent owing 40 
the low state of nutrition and the less resistance of the natives. 
Dysentery is localized, as is leprosy. The anemia of ankylos- 
tomiasis is almost invariable among the poor and is spread by 
eating with soiled fingers. Scarlet fever is unknown. neu- 
monia is seldom fatal. Malaria is rare. Yellow fever has not 
appeared for ten years. Diphtheria occurs, but generally in a 
mild form, and smallpox has been prevalent in the past. All 
Americans sometime contract dengue, from which they soon 
recover. What the people need is instruction in sanitation and 
better nutrition. They are honest, industrious, intelligent, law- 
abiding and proud of their American citizenship. 


7. Cholelithiasis.—Deaver reviews the subject generally, 
and urges that the best possible time for the patient to be re- 
ferred to the surgeon is when the stones are still in the bladder, 
that the severity of the disease increases and the case is less 
promising after the stone has passed into the duct and that 
there is practically no mortality from removal of stones from 
the bladder, but common duct operations are serious. He 
advises his medical colleagues to witness gall bladder surgery 
and familiarize themselves with the conditions. 


8.—-See abstract in Tue AL of December 6, p. 1476. 


10. Formaldehyd in Tuberculosis.—Shallcross describes a 
home-made inhaler by using a perforated cork and a pint salt 
mouth bottle, two glass tubes being passed through the perfora- 
tions. To one of these is attached a rubber tube at the end of 
which is an inhaler made by cutting off the end of a rubber 
bulb. The tube is partially filled with a roll of mosquito wire 
gauze covered with cheese cloth, coiled up in the tube, which 
absorbs the formaldehyd mixture. The mixture which has 
given most general satisfaction consists of equal parts of 40 
per cent, commercial formaldehyd and 95 per cent. alcohol. 
Other agents may be added as desired. About 12 drams is 
sufficient to moisten the gauze and leave an excess which will 
last for two or three months without renewing. He sums up 
his conclusions as follows: 
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As a therapeutic in the treatment 
Idehyd possesses cert 
substance, having 


1 formic a certain distinct advan 
me specific vity 
as air II it readily diffuses, and is soluble. in — 


about the sa 
It is the most powerful chemical disinfectant known and the 
hearest approach to a pulmonary antiseptic we have 


It is a stimulant non-toxic and does not irritate the respiratory 
tract when administered in the proper man 


It lessens the absorption of toxins, reduces — relieves nerv- 
ous symptoms and night-sweats and sharpens the appetite. 


Cough is lessened by its property to liquefy and render more 
mucous the secretions, and by relleving the irritation of the pharynx 
rynx. 


12. Cancer of the Rectum.—Pennington describes a special 
form of a-ray tube and shield which he has employed for cancer 
of the rectum to obviate the difficulties usually met. 


13. Adenoiditis in Children.—Swain describes a condition 
in children which he considers due to inflammation of the 
tonsils, especially the third tonsil, namely, common febrile 
attacks sometimes becoming more extended and producing 
serious constitutional conditions. He believes that these tis- 
sues are normal in the body, but should be removed when over- 
grown for mechanical reasons and on account of the possibility 
of their producing mischief. He dees not authorize general 
annihilation of lymphoid tissue; but the earlier the third 
tonsil is removed, other things being equal, the better. It 
should be taken away as soon as it is known to be the cause of 
any trouble. For treatment he advises sprays with Seiler's 
tablet solution with suprarenal, and powdered borie acid in 
the nose as probably accomplishing a great deal in most cases. 
Peroxid of hydrogen should be used only in weak solution. Its 
prolonged use is not to be recommended, and for the constitu- 
tional conditions we should depend mainly on local cleansing, 
reduction of the inflammation in the throat with change of air, 
good food and nutrition. 


15. Adrenalin in Urethral Work.—Gans reports cases of 
posterior urethrotomy treated with adrenalin with good re- 
sults, in spite of the obstinate character toward other drugs. 
He thinks the usefulness of this drug is limited to the same 
indications as for mucous membranes in other localities. It 
needs watching for untoward action. 


17. X-Rays in Uterine Cancer.—Cleaves details a case of 
cervical uterine cancer which was treated with the Roentgen 
ray with apparent good resuits. 

18. Pulmonary Syphilis.—The probability of — 
disease of the lung being mistaken for tuberculosis is 
by Berg, who reports a case which 3 
He discusses the pathology, symptoms, etc. It may resemble 
tuberculosis or subacute or chronic pneumonia. It may exist 
in the form of gummata with more or less extensive 
bands, and may produce abscess cavities. He has not seen the 
last two classes, though he has seen several cases simulating 
tuberculosis or pneumonia. Its progress is really much slower 
than the pulmonary disease, but otherwise the symptoms are 
often very similar. The treatment, of course, is specific. 


19. Pancreatic Disease.—Blodgett describes three phases. 
1. Extension from disease elsewhere; 2, part of a 
process; 3, pancreatic disease per se. Each is illustrated by 
cases. He thinks that pancreatic disorder may be frequently 
a cause of indigestion and other disorders that dre not thus 
ascribed. 


22. Infantile Paralysis.—Painter describes an epidemic at 
Gloucester, Mass., in the summer of 1900. There were 23 males 
and 9 females, aged from 13 months to 10 years. No case re- 
covered entirely, but only one died, though this one was not 
included among the 38 reported. He does not venture to ex- 
plain the cause of the epidemic, but considers several organisms 
capable of producing the symptom-complex. The majority of 
cases occurred after a period of extreme heat, and in some 
cases from a sudden or sharp drop from abnormally high tem- 
perature and others followed bathing in the sea. 


24. Leucoplakia.—Cobb’s article is a general review, in 
which he seems to hold the smoking habit to be the leading 
etiologic factor. Syphilis seems to have been present in some 
of his cases, but was not so prominent as is claimed by Four- 
nier. 


V 
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25. Ureteral Suturing.— After reporting a case which Cabot 
operated on by the end-to-end method he describes the various 
methods. He thinks the transverse end-to-end method which 
has been done twelve times with two deaths necessitates the 
sacrifice of lees ureter than any other one, but it has some 
technical difficulties and is more likely to leakage. The oblique 
end to-end has about the same limitations, though it requires 
the sacrifice of a small portion of the ureter. The end-in-side 
method of Van Hook is only applicable in cases where plenty of 
slack is to be had and might be impossible, but is probably as 
easy as any of the methods and a good deal less likely to leak. 
The end-in-end method is applicable where a moderate amount 
of ureter up to an inch can be utilized and is quite as easy as 
the end-in-side method and seems to have a larger range of 
application, requiring le=s sacrifice of tissue. He concludes 
that attempts to suture the divided ureter should always be 
made before it is implanted in the vagina, rectum or skin or 
the formerly popular operation of nephrectomy is resorted to. 


26. Malignant Disease of the Gall Bladder.— Mayo finds 
that gallstones are almost constantly present in primary mälig- 
nant disease of the gall bladder and rarely in secondary; that 
the relative proportion of gallstones and malignant disease of 
the gall bladder in women and men is practically identical, and 
the pathologic lesions are best explainable on the theory of the 
etiologic relation of gallstones to malignant disease. He re- 
ports cases which are of interest in this connection. 


27. Cholelithiasis.—Deaver reviews the operations for 
cholelithiasis, advocating early surgical treatment. He de- 
seribes the different operations and their adaptations to differ- 
ent conditions. If the gall bladder is but slighily diseased, 
cholecystotomy may be suflicient; if suppurative cholecystitis 
exists, cholecystotomy with drainage is required. Stone in the 
ducts should call for special operation accordingly. Cholecys- 
tectomy is frequently difficult, and he apparently does not advo- 
cate its general employment. 


29. Ulcerative Endocarditis.—Manges reports his experi- 
ence with Credé’s intravenous injection of collargol in septic 
endocarditis, reporting two cases with recovery. He says such 
results are sufliciently striking to warrant further trial. He 
also reports two cases of ulcerative endocarditis with less good 
effect, the patients being unimproved. 

30. Asphyxia in A points out that 
this condition may be due to the exclusion of oxygen 
“by paralysis of the respiratory center, by the production of 
some unknown condition producing cyanosis as in some chioro- 
form cases, or by the mechanical obstruction of respiration. He 
notices the signs, circulatory and muscular, and suggests the 
use of cxygen among other remedies. 


32. Epilepsy in the Young.—The causes of epilepsy in in- 


fants are reviewed at length by Jacobi, who thinks it is impos- 
sible to estimate the frequency of the condition. He mentions 
as possible causes, dissipation and drug habits of the parents, 
syphilis, intermarriage, ete., and lays considerable importance 
to hypertrophy of the brain and the lack of proper relation 
between it and the cranium and often from too early and 
irregular ossification. Intrauterine influences are serious in 
this connection. A frequent cause of epilepsy is asphyxia of 
the new-born and intracranial hemorrhages not connected with 
asphyxia which are very frequent. The frequency of convul- 
sions of infancy and childhood is another danger, and he notices 
some of the causes of these, irritations, as from dentition, or 
phimosis, rachitis, etc. He objects to the extreme methods to 
prevent masturbation, and thinks they can do but little good. 


35. Physiology of Vision.—Gould reviews the causes of 
deterioration of the function of vision by abnormal light 
stimulus, etc., including among them shifting of shadows of 
retinal arteries and veins, the reflections from the blood-cor- 
puscles of the capillaries of the retina, or phosphenes, musce 
volitantes, to the extension of the retinal pigment, iris-pigment- 
ation, alteration of contraction and dilatation of the pupil 
under stimuli, the natural pigmentation of the skin, the shading 
function of the eyelash, the action of winking, binocular vision 
breaking up the continnance of the stimulus of the retina, tne 
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movements of the eye, head and body aiding, the shading influ- 
ence cf the evebrows, all of which are evidence of the difficulties 
met and conquered by Nature in the evolution of the cye. He 
thinks that when this important law of retinal fatigue and 
recuperation is recognized almost all of our practical and 
esthetic laws will be revolutionized. 


Titles marked with an asterisk (*) are abstracted below. Clinical 
lectures, single case reports and trials of new drugs and artificial 
foods are omitted unless of exceptional general interest. 


British Medical Journal (London), December 6. 
*Acute Manifestations of Chronic Disease. J. Mitchell Bruce. 
The Coroner and His Relations with the Medical Practitioner 

and Death Certification. William Wynn Westcott. 
3 *On Colon Catarrh. T. Stacey Wilson. 

Note on a Case of “True” Intestinal ~~ he 
5 *Natural History and Pathology of Pneumonia. J. W. Wash- 


The Lancet (London), November 29. 
6 * History and Pathology of Pneumonia. J. W. Wash- 
rn. 
7 ear By Causes and Treatment of Cardiac Pain. Alexan- 
r 
See Ut for Fibroid Disease in Early Pregnancy. 
9 A Case of Pulminating Appendicitis with General Septic Peri- 
Recovery. J. H Evans. 


tonitis ; Operation ow 
10 =: * nene Urea ‘im the Urine of the Tubercul- 


oi (Amsterdam), vii, October and November. 


11 *Katja ldjo, un nouveau médicament contre le béri-béri. 
D. J. Hulshoff lol. 
12 Essai sur le developpement du service de santé (health) min- 
taire, spécialement en France et en Allemagne. yansvher. 
13 Die Biographie des nnes Costerius von Rosenberg, Leib- 
— —— des russ Czaren Alexei Michailowitsch. 
n. 


Presse Medicale (Paris), November 12 to 29. 
(No. 91.) Histoire de la médecine. Déjerine. 


(No. — Traitement des pseudarthroses l'agrafage mé- 
tallique. C. Du 


93.) I 
Contribution etede bactericlogiqne des cystites. H. Hart- 
mann and H. u 


oger. 
*Les injections r de mercure dans le traitement 
de la syphilis. P'. Carn 
(No. 94.) Paetide ¢tranglement (strangulation) interne d'or- 
U thique ve 
Technique de ia la suture des muscles releveurs de l'anus (leva- 
au cours de la perineorrhaphie. FP. Duval and R. 


. e dens la fiévre des tuberculeux. F. Dumarest. 
a La nouvelle Académie de Médécine. E. de Lavar- 


ou hulle 


urations tuberculeuses par les lavages au 


travall (rem) des glandes digestives. 
La ned samique par le 


2 8 ens 57 


Giornale pod Accad. di Med. (Turin), Ixv, 8-9. 
— — I — nel campo del sistema nervoso 
— ed assorbimento del calcio e del 
epilettici. K. Audenino and A. Bonel 
razione sulla natura del siero del sangue (blood se- 
rum). a. 
Contributo allo studio del tumori dell’intestino. 8. Pusatert. 
2 alla conoscenza dell rene (kidney) cistico. VU. 
Sulla eliminazione del farmaci respiro in rapporto colla 
lora osmotossicita. A. 
Riforma Medica (Rome), xviii, 134 to 190. 
134-135.) Myxedema and Soft Cutane- 
ibroma alderonlo.— Statt mixedematosi e 
fibromi molli ( Amanita morfologica e patogenetica). 
Trasmissibilita all’ uomo della tuberculosi bovina. enel. 
136-1 *Intorno a di fisico-chimica 


he Posterior Urethra. R. Binaghi.— 
ra posteriore. 
Coudilomi (flat) difteroidi. F. Sara- 


Per la cura (treatment) della cisti da echin- 
1 fegato (liver) ; 2 trattati con la sutura im- 
uarigione. 


(Nos. 14251. 145.) 
(Nos. 146.148.) 
ococco de 


26 8 28 88 2 88 
2 


lata senza dren 

151.) Sulla maleate. Guido Baccelll. 
(Nos. 152-155.) ta cosidetta (so-called) linfangioite venerea 

' dell’ asta (pen de Sanctis. 
(Nos. tment of Cardiac 8 at Watering 
ta. La cura dei ca le stazioni ter- 

di morf e di etiologia a 
No.0.) o di un fibroma peri-anale. R. 
0 acque mineral la eliminazione 


FOREIGN. 
ee dermatologie franca ise. Gaucher. 
4 

— 

| 


45 (No. 161.) A Few Rare Facts in Examination of Malarial 
Blood. G. B. M. Blanchi.—Di alcuni fatti poco frequenti 
rilevabili all’ del 


46 (Nos. 162-164.) Coree, polic tie e malattia dei tic. C. 
n 
47 (Nos. 165-166.) Sulle stomosine; iy communicazione. La 
vaccinazione in vitro. K. Centannil. 
48 endovenose di ossigeno neil uomo. 


168-170.) *Ricerche sulle inter 


iziali di vaselina, di paraffina e 


50 *La dello siomace dal punto di vsia semelotice R. 


51 (Nos. 127 7. *Contributo alla meccanica del trempre. G. 
52 (Nos. Ii corpusculo fibra — 
studiati loro in rapporto 
urticaria, etc.) Chirico. 

53 (No. — 1 antipestosa (against the 
55 (No. 187. . del — A. Tozzi. 

56 (ow 1889.) Mala Hirschprung e megacolon Iidio- 


57 982 inizio bulbare. 


1. Acute Manifestations of Chronic Disease.—Bruce calls 
attention to the fact that what we commonly call acute disease 
is in many instances nothing else than an acute exacerbation 
of a chronic condition. He insists on the importance of recog- 
nizing the primary cause and the utility of the acute attacks 
sometimes in revealing it. We may forget the chronic element 
or be blinded to it by the circumstances attendant on acute 
illness, especially if the latter take the forms of substantive 
disease, so-called. Pleurisy is a disorder which he considers 
the one of all others most likely to lead us astray in this re- 
spect. Its association with chronic abdominal disease, as well 
as with thoracic troubles, must be kept in mind. Immediate 
prognosis like the immediate treatment of acute illness can not 
be expected to be successful if the chronic underlying condi- 
tion is not recognized. What we should do in most of these 
cases is not to try to simply prevent recurrence of similar 
attacks, but to bring about and arrest the primary disease in 
its course while it is still of comparatively slight degree and in 
safe location. 

3. Colon Catarrh.—The primary symptoms of this condi- 
tion are considered by Wilson to be first, excessive mucous 
secretion; second, excessive irritability of the muscular coats, 
causing them to harden and become palpable; third, constipa- 
tion, due probably both to altered secretion and altered 
motility; fourth, pain, often colicky, and tenderness; fifth, 

phenomena 


and chronic catarrh that he wishes specially to call attention 
to, and he gives the details in regard to them which we can not 
reproduce here. He notes as regards the question of the diag- 
nosis of typhlitis from appendicitis, which is rather a large 
question, that the condition of localized tenderness after the 
acute symptoms have passed off, is more in favor of appendi- 
citis. If the cases are recognized early enough and are properly 
treated by diet and medicine the prognosis as to recovery is 
satisfactory. In some chronic cases the best one can do is to 
keep the symptoms in check. Some cases seem inveterate. 
We must remember the rheumatic element of colitis. Salicy- 
lates are mentioned. We must regard the irritability of the 
colon, especially in the matter of diet and avoid any vegetables 
containing much woody fiber, seeds, skins, etc., as well as all 
indigestible solids. The nervous symptoms must be treated by 
attention to hygiene, climate and social treatment as well as 


in disease, and the anatomy of the lung. 


7. Cardiac Pain.—The diagnosis of angina is taken 


up by Morison in his fourth lecture. It includes not only the 
determination of the varieties of that disease from one another, 
but of the syndrome of angina from other conditions which 
resemble it, but affect other structures. We must keep three 
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different points in mind: 1. W 
acter of consequences of the pain; 3, the fact whether 

tion is affected by the pain. In true angina involving — 
the heart, respiration is really unaffected. The degree of pain 
can not be taken as a measure of its seriousness. Some of 
the false anginas seem to cause more suffering than the more 


stances. Sex is an important factor, however, and the danger- 
ous forms are invariably more common in man than woman. 
Age is also a factor, and if we exclude the consequences of 
syphilis and general debauchery it is rare. After 60 or 70 
years, to pronounce a man absolutely sound and prescribe 
violent exercise would be imprudent, but given a comparatively 
young subject with normal radial arteries free from heart 
affection and without a history of syphilis, one can generafly 
be justified in looking after the transient cause of the pain and 
in expecting disappearance of the effects. In a person over 50, 
on the other hand, anginic symptoms suggest the serious form. 
the prognosis of the true form is generally bad. Only care as 
to the habits, diet, ete., will in any measure protect one who 
has survived one attack. With angina sine dolore, being 
erally due to muscle failure, the prognosis is gravest, and the 
cardiac muscle is nearer the termination of its vital 
bilities. He mentions as regards treatment the necessity of 
anyone wishing to reach 70 years being careful in his diet and 
habits after the age of 50. The Nauheim baths are mentioned 
as possibly safe in some cases, but they are out of 
tion in anything but the mildest ones. The nitri 
be the principal drugs in the treatment of the paroxysms and 
for producing and keeping an equable blood pressu 
drugs must be used. He speaks against the use of tobacco in 
this condition, but believes in the use of mild mercurials as 
aiding in keeping up the proper condition of the circulation. 
II. Katjang Ido, a Remedy for Beri-Beri.—This com- 
munication from the insane asylum of Buitenzorg, Java, states 
that the berry or pea of the Phaseolus radiatus, a common plant, 
has proved effectual in the treatment of beri-beri. It was 
thoroughly tested on the 250 to 300 inmates of the asylum, and 
displayed a marked prophylactic action when an average of 
150 gm. of the peas were eaten regularly every day. — 4.4 
jurious effects of any kind were noted even after 


poultry. Burg states that the plant was recommended as a 
remedy for beri-beri in the seventeenth century. 

19. Intratracheal Injections of Mercury in Syphilis.— 
Carnot suggests that great benefit might be derived from in- 
halation of mercurial preparations in a closed chamber. This 
would ensure absorption both by the respiratory apparatus and 
the skin. The mucosa of the respiratory passages is remark- 
ably tolerant of mercury, and the absorption in the trachea is 
so rapid that 2 liters of fluid can be injected into the trachea 
of a horse in the course of an hour without inconvenience, and 


tracheal injection is comparable to that from intravenous in- 
jection, but has none of its disadvantages. Levi of Pisa has 
demonstrated that substances can be injected into the trachea, 
without any reaction, which are caustic for the digestive tract. 
Botey found that the injection of .5 c.c. of a 5 per cent. solu- 
tion of nitrate of silver was tolerated by the trachea far better 
than by the stomach. Injection into the trachea of a 1 per 
cent, solution of sublimate or of .4 per cent. solution of gray 
oil was well tolerated in Carnot’s experience and never caused 
prolonged coughing, rales, dyspnea, nor any unusual cardiac 
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49 serious ones. The criteria of the danger of the case are not 
obtained except by a comprehensive view of the whole circum- 
F. 
V 
190 
had no influence on the sequela. The edema rapidly su 
under its influence and likewise the paresis in the acute cases, 
l which is liable to persist for months. Its influence was par- 
times true neurasthenia. It is the symptoms of acute, subacute ticularly beneficial in the severer forms of the disease. The 
asylum has long been infested with beri-beri, but not a single 
case has occurred in the pavilion in which the inmates take 
regularly 150 gm. of the peas in their daily ration. The natives 
make great use of these peas both in their own food and for 
40 e. e. per kilogram an hour in a rabbit, which is equivalent to 
medicine. 2.5 liters for a man. The rapidity of absorption by intra- 
5 and 6. Pneumonia.—The third lecture by Washbourn 
deals with the bactericidal action of the various sera, the 
method of recognizing the pneumococci in the lesions, their 
existence under other circumstances in health, their localization 


Dec. 27, 1902. 


action. If a little was swallowed the subjects complained of 
prolonged pain in the stomach, while the same solutions in the 
trachea caused at most a slight tickling or sometimes a little 
hoarseness. He has found a 1 per 1000 solution of sublimate 
the most convenient for the purpose, injecting daily about 5 
to 10 cc. The results were extremely favorable in the 30 
cases thus treated. The impression was derived that the action 
of the mercury was more prompt by this than by other methods 
of administration. In case the technic is defective and the fluid 
is swallowed, no harm is done. The procedure is very simple 
and does not betray the nature of the affection under treatment. 

29. Calcium in Epilepsy.—Audenino published last year the 
result of researches which demonstrated that the proportion 
of earthy phosphates eliminated was much below normal in the 
cases of moral insanity examined. The present communication 
describes similar researches on 19 epileptics, and an almost 
constant subnormal proportion of the earthy phosphates was 
similarly demonstrated in 88 out of 91 examinations of urine 
and feces. This defective elimination did not parallel the 
general diminution of the chemical processes observed in epi- 
lepties. Nine of the subjects were given calcium in various 
forms, and in 7 there was slight increase of the earthy phos- 
phates in the urine, and a large increase in the feces after ad- 
ministration of 2 to 8 gm. of calcium bromid or .5 to 2 gm. of 
the carbonate, lactophosphate or glycerophosphate, or lime 
water. These were all old, severe cases. In the other two 
patients the epilepsy was severe, but of more recent date. The 
calcium was eliminated principally through the urine and but 
little was found in the feces. A marked improvement followed 
the administration of the calcium, and one patient was dis- 
missed as cured, there having been no seizures for four months. 
The particulars of the elimination and absorption are tabulated 
in typical cases. 

36. Laws of Chemical Physics Applied to Clinical Re- 
search.—Ceconi demonstrates that the laws governing solu- 
tions in general, and especially electrolytic fluids, apply to 
the organic fluids, and to the serum in particular. He pro- 
claims that they should be studied from this point of view as a 
means of clinical diagnosis. The serum behaves in regard to 
the osmotic pressure the same as a pure aqueous saline solu- 
tion. The proteins in it have no osmotic pressure, or so little 
that it can be disregarded. As Bladgen’s law does not apply 
to saline solutions, which obey the van t’Hoff-Arrhenius law, 
the study of the organic fluids should always include the appli- 
cation of the latter. The serum also contains both electrolytic 
and non-electrolytic substances, and obeys the laws regulating 
such fluids. 

37. “Gargling” the Posterior Urethra.—Binaghi applies 
this term to the injection of a small amount of an antiseptic 
solution, the tip of the catheter in the posterior urethra and 
the fluid ejected with force, “A coups de piston,” a little at a 
time, until all has been injected. By this means the posterior 
urethra is dilated and “gargled,” and his experience with ure- 
throprostatitis treated in this way has been exceptionally favor- 
able. He uses a solution of boric acid and repeats the maneuver 
several times at a sitting, following it with an antiseptic lavage 
with a 1 per 1000 solution of silver nitrate, using extreme care 
to prevent pain or spasm. He describes seven cases in detail to 
illustrate the merits of this method. 


42. Health Resorts for Heart Disease.—Licata asks why 
we can not send patients with heart disease to suitable water- 
ing places with the same confidence with which we send a 
tuberculous patient to a sanatorium. The treatment of heart 
disease is pre-eminently with hygiene, dietetics, thermal baths 
and kinesotherapy, and yet very few watering places, he says, 
study to scientifically apply the measures most beneficial for 
heart disease. 

43. Nerves in Etiology of 


—Campana con- 


cludes from the research he describes that the nerves play an 
important part in the origin of neoplasms. 

44. Influence of Mineral Waters on Elimination of Bile. 
A patient with a biliary fistula ingested equal amounts of 
the ‘popular thermal waters with an interval of rest between 
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the proportion of fixed substances was recorded for each 

There was very little increase of bile after ingestion of Carls- 
bad salts or water, but the amount rose from 100 to 142 ¢.c., 
when the waters of an Italian spring (Montecatini) were taken. 
This effect was constant in four repetitions with these waters, 
while under repeated tests with Carlsbad waters or salts the 
amount never rose above 107, and was even 85 on one day. 


48. Endovenous Injections of Oxygen in Man.—Mariani’s 
. were mentioned in Tux Joux Al. of August 23, p. 
49. Experimental Paraffin and Agar Prothesis.—Paraffin, 
with a melting point at 41 and 50 C., and a 4 per cent. solution 
of agar were injected into rabbits to test their suitability for 
2 prothesis. The results were unfavorable in every 

nstance. 


50. Sensibility of Stomach from the Semeiotic Point of 
View.—Supino remarks that the trained hand is more reliable 
than any apparatus that has vet been devised for testing the 
sensibility of the stomach. He confirms the assumption that 
hyperchlorhydria is the rule in both alcoholism and chlorosis, 
He reviews and explains the findings in respect to the sensi- 
bility in various conditions. 

51. Mechanics of Tremor.—Boeri shows that the oscilla- 
tions of tremor obey the laws that govern the swinging of a 
pendulum. The contraction of the muscles takes the place of 
grayity. He calls attention to the constancy of the rhythm, 
and to the fact that the number of oscillations is never more 
than 10 or 12 to the second, or at the utmost 14. This limit 
of the oscillations is the same as for voluntary movements. 
He was never able to voluntarily reproduce a tremor with a 
more rapid rhythm than this. 


53. Antiplague Vaccination by the Mouth.—Vincenzo ad- 
ministered by the mouth to fasting guinea-pigs .6 to .3 gm. of 
the active substance of Haffkine’s antiplague vaccine in a 
single dose. The results indicated that a considerable degree 
of immunization was realized, but the animals that had re- 
ceived the larger doses died with symptoms of gastroenteritis. 
Later experiences with smaller, repeated doses of the vaccine by 
the mouth are proving still more encouraging. 

54. Actinomyces Granuloma.—NSecchi points out the resem- 
blance between the mode of development of a granuloma caused 
by actinomyces and a tubercular or syphilitic gummatous for- 
mation. It resembles these lesions also in other respects, by 
the rapid necrosis, its mode of spreading, ete. The actinomyces 
has both a pyogenic and neoplastic action, but the former can 
not be called actual suppuration. The pyogenic virulence of 
the microbes is evidently of brief duration. 

56. Hirschsprung’s Disease and Idiopathic Megacolon. 
—Tarozzi describes an extreme case of the latter in a man of 
50. The loop of the colon occupied nearly the entire front of 
the abdomen, the distance across measuring 30 em., 10 for the 
ascending and 14 for the descending loop, with 6 for the inter! 
posed mesocolon. The intestine measured 40 em. in cireumfer- 
ence at the largest part. He presents arguments to establish 
that this idiopathic dilation is an acquired condition in adult 
life, while Hirschsprung’s disease is a congenital affection in 
children, 


each. The amount of bile eliminated, the specific gravity and 
period, 
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Army Changes. 

Movements of Officers of the Medical Department of the U. 8. 
Army under orders from the Adjutant-General’s Office, Washington, 
D. C., from Dec. 1 to 6, 1902: 

Ames, Elvin W., captain, U. 3 V., now 98 in the Division of 
the Philippines, is honorably ischarged b. y the Secretary of War 
from the service of the United States, his services being no longer 


red. 
wg Walter K., by direction of the 3 of War, leave of 
absence for 25 days is gran nted. 

Boyd, Robert, 2. ane asst.-surgeon, I. 8. under instruc- 
tions "trem the President, Paragraph 16, Special e Ro 276, 
Nov. 28 relative to Captain Boyd, is revoked by the Secre- 
tary 


— 
] 


tain and asst..surgeon, U. 8. V., is hon 

by t y — . of War from the service of the United 
éct Dec. 31, 1902, his services being no longer 

He will then proceed to his home. 

Inder instructions from the President, the following named ot 
ficers, now at San Francisco, are honorably diseharged by the Sec 
retary of War from the service of the United States, to take effect 
Dee. 31, 1902, their services being no longer required: Major Jo- 
seph N. 1 surgeon, U. S. V.; Major George . 2 sur 
— U. Major Charles B. Nichols, surgeon, U. V. Captain 

F. Sprague. asst. U. S. V.; Captain 1 . Pren- 
asst.- U. 8. Captain Arthur ast. 
— Ilyman M. Cohen, asst.-surgew 


S. V.; Capt 8. 
tain Henry \ W. Eliot, asst.- ‘surgeon, U. 8. V.; captain William I. 
houn, asst. “surgeon, . S. V.; Captain Reuben M. Bonar, N 
surgeon, I. 8. V.; Ca tain Percy I. Jones, asst.-surgeon, U. 
Captain Fred W. mer, asst.-su U. 8. v.: — Paui 
Mazzuri, ty U. S. V.; Captain Thurston Smith, asst. 


twee major and surgeon, U. V., captain and asst.- 

1 U. S. is honorably discharged — the Secretary of War 

from the AX ‘of the United States as major and surgeon, 8. 

V.. — to take effect Feb. 1, 1903, his services being no longer 

u 

— 1 Robert M., captain and asst. surgeon, U. 8. V. as Cap 
taln Ames. above, take effect Dec. 8, 1902. 

Gibson, 1 edward T., captain and asst.-surgeon, U. S. V., as Captain 

Richard P., first Heut., U. S. X., the resignation of his 

officer of the Army has been accepted by the Pres- 


Dec. 5, 
Van Poole, Gideon Mei, first lieut., and asst.. -surgeon, U. S. A., is 
granted leave of absence, to take. effect on or about Dec. 4, 
Under instructions from the President, the following named ot 
ficers are honorably discharged by the Secretary of War from the 
service of the United States, to take effect Feb. 1, 1903, their ser- 


rgeons, U. 8. v.— 
H. Zauner, Walter Whitney. Thomas . 
w O. Beas 


Gerry 8. a M. Wheate (U. 


. Ernest H. Wheeler 
George R. Plummer, William R. Van Wilitam F. 
W. Dudley. — 4 8. 


Wallace, Barney. 


Mey Va a 
Shattuck. Albert Miller (b. 8S. A. , Enn Eicher, Gilbert I. 
Cullen, Raymond EK. Whelan, Cyrus D. 
son, Thomas II. Landor, Charles A. Cattermole, John A HI, Per- 
1 Frank DuBois, Samuel Carson, M. 8a 
n Schlageter, Alva 8. Pinto, William R. Davis, Thomas 
W. Hack, Charles R. Gill, Francis J. Pursell, 


Calkins, 
. Edwin M. 
— William C. lierbert 
unn. Waldetwer A. Christensen. Edward A. Rom M. Me. 
omas 


James B. Pascoe nford, e. 
A. McVean, Francis John P. Kelly. 


Navy Changes. 
Changes in the Medical Corps of the Navy, for the week ending 
December 13: 
Medical 1 F. M. Gunnell, retired, ordered to the Bureau of 
u 


we and 
A. — untington, detached from treatment at the 
ated TL he New — and ordered to duty at the Navy Yard, 


F A. Surgeon W. H. Bucher, ordered to duty at the Naval Hos- 
ital, Norfolk, V 


Marine-Hospital Changes. 
III. IA tation and duties of commissioned 
non-commissioned officers of the Public Health and Marine- 

— Service for the seven days ended Dec. 4. 1 
Surgeon G. W. 22 leave of absence under Paragraph 


179. ot the tions. 
Surgeon Carter, detailed to represent the service at meet- 
ing — 17 American Public Health Association at New Orleans, Decem- 


Surgeon G. M. Magruder, leave of absence for 12 
November 17, 1902, granted Bureau letter of Nov. 1882 
lu. said leave shali be for 8 days. 

Surgeon J. O. Cobb, on e sod directed of * of — relieved from 
duty at Portiand, Ore., direct proceed to Los Angeles, and 
assume command of the at that port. 

P. A. Surgeon C. P. Wertenbaner, detailed to represent the ser 
meeting of American Public Health Association at New 
December 8-13. 


1 
P. A. Surgeon J. A. Nydegger, granted leave of absence for 6 
December 


from 
. A. Surgeon H. W. Wickes, detailed as inspector of unservice- 


property at Cleveland, Ohio. 
P. A. Surgeon H. 
days. 


8. Mathewson, granted leave of absence for 7 
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Asst.-Surgeon W. C. Bil assigned to duty in the office of the 

U. 8. Comm isstoner ot tlom at St. Jobin, 

„ a alee . Wille, to proceed to Baltimore, for tempor 
Asst.-Surgeon R. J. I. loyd. granted leave of absence for 3 
Asst..Surgeon I. I. 4 633 granted leave of absence for 
7 days from November 
Asst..Surgeon M. 


and 
o med 


A. or 7 days 
from Ve 190 
* A. Surgeon II. J. Hamilton, granted leave of absence for 2 


8s. 
BOARDS CONVENED. 

Boord convened at Washington, D. C., Dee 3, 1902, for the 
jeal examination of an officer of the Revenue Cutter Service. . 
Anderson, rman 
Asst.-Surgeon Edward Franc 

rd convened at Washington, D. Dec. 4, 1902, to revise the 

uniform regulations of the service. Detail for the Board: 
ant Su ‘General G T. Va cha irman; Surgeon ff. W. 


rgeon- 
Sawtelle: Asst..surgeon R. 8 arren, 


Health Reports. 

The following cases of smallpox, yellow fever, cholera and plague 
have been reported to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Ma. 
rine-Hospital Service, during the week ended Dec. 12, 1902: 

SMALLPOX—UNITED STATES. 

California : Fresno, Nov. 1-30, 2 cases. 

Colorado: Denver, Nov. 22-29, 1 case. 

Florida: Jacksonville, Nov. 22-Dec. 6, 3 cases; Pensacola, Nov. 
22-Dec. 6, 5 cases. 

Georgia : Atlanta, Nov. 27-Dec. 3, 1 case. 

Illinois: Chicago, Nov. 29-Dec. 6, 1 case; Evanston, Oct. 1-Nov. 


cases. 
Indiana: 1 — Nov. 2 6, wut Hammond, Nov. 23. 


case ; 

York, 1 ca 
North 41 — Charlotte, Nov. 1-30, 89 cases, 13 deaths. 
Ohio: Cincinnati, Nov. 28 Dec. 5. 3 cases; Cleveland, Nov. 29 
Dec. 6, 11 cases, 1 death; Toledo, Nov. 22-Dec. 6, 9 cases; Warren. 
Nov. 29-Dec. 6, 1 case; Zanesville, Nov. 1-30, 

Pennsy!vania : Nov. 20-Dec. 6, Altoona, 3 
McKeesport, 1 case. 6 


1 Philadelphia, 
cases, 745 
South Carolina : . ~ Nov. 29-Dec. 6, 2 
Ten Chattan Nov Vr = death. 
Texas: San Antonio, Nov. 1-30 


Utah: Salt Lake City, Nov. 22 ray 6, 3 cases. 
Wisconsin: Green Bay, Nov. 30- Dec. 7, 1 case; ukee, Nov. 
29-Dec. 6, 4 cases. 


: Prague, Nov. 8-22. 38 cases. 
— Antwerp. ‘Nov 8-22, 4 cases, 1 
ath hel Marseilles, Oct. * N Paris, Nov. 15-22, 1 
: case, 


cases: No 22. 17 cases. 1 death ; Liverpool, . 
58 cases, 1 th: 1 Nov. 8 22. 8 cases. 

India: Bombay, Nov. 4-11, 4 cases, 4 deaths. 

Ital Palermo, Nov. 8-15 3 cases. 

1 Nov. 8-29, 

t te . * 

deaths: Oct. 


— 
Costa Rica: Port Limon, Nov. 22 2 cases, 1 
Dutch West Indies: Buen Ayre, "i wy pro 
schooner trader. 
Ecuador : — Ly 15-22, 1 


death. 
. 22-20, 23 deaths; 


Mexico: Vera Crus, Nov. 22-29, 
14 cases, 2 deat 

Dutch Indies: Jaya, Batavia, Oct. 
India: Bombay, Oct. Nov. Nov 
8, 54 deaths. 

Japan: Nagasaki, Nov. 1-10, 1 case. 


PLAGUE—UNITED STATES. 
Calitornia: San Francisco, Nov. 27, 1 case, 1 death. 
PLAGUE—FOREIGN. 
: Bombay, Oct. . — deaths: 
8 deaths: Sopot, Ost. Nov. 9, 31 24 
: Yokohama, Nov 1-8. 1 
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recting him to proceed to the Immigration Depot, New York, for 
temporary duty, revoked: and directed to proceed to Boston, and 
report to medical officer in command for duty and assignment to 
quarters. 
Asst. Surgeon MW. K. Ward. relieved from duty at —y 
directed to proceed to Reedy Island Quarantine and report t 
ical officer in command for duty and to 
Major and D. Thom- 
ason, Robert Chalmers, 
Seaton Norma uburu. Jr., 
George P'. Peed. William D. Bell, wrence C. Carr, Abram I. 
Haines, SimoM Fraser, Howard A. Grube, Robert Burns, Joseph 
C. Reifenyder, Lewis T. Griffith, Roger P. Ames, William D. Shelby, 
Also Captains and Assistant Surgeons, U. 8. V.—Clark I. Werten- 
baker, James 8. Kennedy, Guy G. Bailey, Edward F. Horr, Elmer 
8. Tenney. Samue! ID. Huntingdon, James F. Presnell, Frederick H. 30 
cle, Nov. 1-30, 2 cases. 
" Iowa: Ottumwa, Nov. 1-22, 22 cases. 
Kansas: Wichita, Nov. 15-29, 2 cases. 
Maine: Riddeford. Nov. 29-Dec. 6, 11 cases. 
Massachusetts: Nov. 29-Dec. 6, Boston, 23 cases, 7 deaths ; Chic 
opee, 1 case; Everett, 2 cases; Lawrence, 1 case; Taunton, 1 case 
Michigan: Grand Rapids, Nov. 29-Dec. G. 5 cases. V 
Missouri: St. Joseph. Nov. 20. Dec. 6, 1 case. 
Nebraska: Omaha, Sept. 1-Dec. 6, 9 cases. 190 
New Hampshire: Nashua, Nov. 20 Dec. 6, 21 cases. 
William T. Tanner, James C. McKay, William i. Summerall, New Jersey: Jersey City, Nov. 30-Dec. 7, 1 case. 
Thomas K. Mulhaus, Frederick A. W. Conn. Lu.ser P. Howell, 
Leonard K. Graves, Samuel T. Weirick, Michael K. Hughes, II. 
Brookman Wilkinson, Abraham D. Williams. John Gilbert. Robert 
cases. 


2 GENERAL INDEX. 


Use of the index will be facilitated by bearing in mind that subjects are given under two or more headings, e. g., 
brain, cerebral, tumors, etc.; heart and cardiac; cirrhosis, liver and hepatic; child, children and infant; gland, thyroid, ete. 
Often, too, writers treat of the eye, ear, nose and throat under one head, etc., and the titles do not always permit of indexing 
under the several headings. The “General Index” contains only titles of articles, subjects of editorials, society proceedings, ab- 
stracts, and miscellaneous matter appearing in Tur Jounx al.; the titles of editorials, book notices, deaths, societies, mar- 
riages, Association news, medical organization, and state boards of registration are indexed and arranged under their separate 
headings in the “Index of Departments,” instead of in the body of the “General Index.” The “General Index” contains the 
subjects of articles in other journals which have been abstracted in Tue Journat. The titles and authors of all other articles 


from other journals are under the “Current Medical Literature” Index. 
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